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Once again our Park has achieved the Green Flag.
This is the 16th time!!
Well done to all those who have worked so hard.

A task we carried
out in April was the
repainting of the 32
ladybirds on our
trail. This was
carried out by
myself, Kate and
Sarah. Thanks to
them. We had
photos of each
ladybird to copy
taken in 2016, but I
looked back at our
projects and
discovered the
Ladybird Trail was
built in 2010!!
yes it has been
going for 12 years!!

Kate and Sarah admiring this
year’s crop of cowslips.

Here we see the gang at
morning break. They have
been removing fencing near
the Dog Activity.

Well done to Steve for building a new rack to house tools for
the park. The Garage is coming on really well and hopefully
will become a great place for the Friend’s craft activities.

Sad News.
A long time Friend,Beryl Williams, died peacefully at a local
Nursing Home on April 23rd.
She was a Friend for many years and regularly provided delicious
home made cakes when we had our Sunday cafe. She felt this
was a way to say thank you for our wonderful Country Park.
Her family asked for donations instead of flowers to be given to a
Charity.
When told that we were a charity the family were delighted for the
donations to be given to The Friends.
Dorothy and I represented the Friends at her funeral.
I am pleased to say that £185 has been paid into our bank
account.
Jean

Midsummer, and many bird species have completed breeding, with
song birds becoming quiet and also difficult to see with all the
leaves out. A new pair of Mute Swans are on the lake, but have
shown no signs of breeding – perhaps next year. However, there
have been plenty of Mallard, Coot and Moorhen chicks. Swifts and
hirundines have been seen over the lake, although seemingly in
lower numbers than usual. The first Swallow was seen on 1st April.

From 23rd April until early June at least, a Cetti’s Warbler has been
heard singing around the back of the lake and also in the bee / fruit
cage area. This bird, the only species from the bush warblers
family to be found in Europe, has a very distinctive, loud, piercing
song that is quite easy to recognise, although the bird can be very
difficult to see as it spends nearly all its time hidden in scrub,
never far from water. I have never managed to photograph it! If you
do catch a glimpse, the long tail, often cocked, is noticeable on this
“little brown job”. This bird only arrived in Britain in the 1960s and
first bred in 1973. For a while it was confined to southern England,
for example at Radipole Lake in Weymouth, but with milder winters
it has gradually spread north and now is quite common by waterways in this region, including the Trent, Attenborough, Netherfield
Lagoons and Skylarks reserves, and even the Grantham Canal.
Unlike most warblers, this bird is a resident, rather than a summer
visitor, but can be very susceptible to harsh winters.

Little Grebe
Emperor Dragonfly –

There have been plenty of butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies to be seen around the Park, including a good number of Emperor dragonflies on the lake, as well as Hairy Dragonfly, Blacktailed Skimmer, Broad-bodied Chaser and plenty of Common
Damselflies. Other insects of note have included Lesser Stag
Beetle in the education wood, and mining bees on bare ground
between the lake and play area.

Rosemary has identified several new species for the Park: Fly
Honeysuckle Lonicera xylosteum (probably introduced, native to
chalk downs of Sussex) ; Bulbous Bittercress Cardamine bulbosa (an introduced North American species); Broad Bean Vicia
faba (probably an escape from cultivation); Nail gall Mite
Eriophyes tiliae (the gall being found on both Large-leafed Lime
and Common Lime); and Creeping Thistle Rust Puccinia punctiformis (a fungus associated with Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense).

Common Whitethroat – hedgerow along Asher Lane.
Wren – wires along Asher Lane.

On Wednesday 6th July Pam, Kate, Brigit and Heather
were painting the black bits on the dragonfly bench.

On Wednesday 20th July, under the guidance of Steve,
the Friends set about upgrading the dog activity area.
All the timber structures were painted with deck oil, the
dog ramps were textured with varnish and sand and the
seesaw was given a non slip surface using the router.
Friends worked hard trimming overgrown areas. John
and Steve replaced a rotted hurdle and the ladies posed
for a photo pretending to paint some posts.

On Wednesday 27th July the
Friends set about upgrading the
willow garden by the lake. The
sculptures were painted with
decking oil and wood chipped,
Their eyes were also painted.
The willow hedging was pruned
and tidied, relaxing work in the
sunshine. Well done Friends!

Report on the BioBlitz held on July 2nd and 3rd
We had originally planned to hold a BioBlitz in July
2020, to see how many plant, insect and animal species we could find
in the Country Park in a 24-hour period. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the event was finally held in July 2022!
The BioBlitz started off on Saturday afternoon with Mags Crittenden,
(Notts Recorder for Bryophytes) leading a moss hunt.Later that
evening there was a bat walk led by Alastair(Senior Park Ranger).
We enjoyed watching the bats compete with the swifts in a fascinating
aerial display.

The bordered sallow, Chris looking for insects, and the hawkmoth
were taken by Sarah Garvey
Our own Mick Thompson spent the Saturday night trapping
moths,joined by Neil Ward and his team from DaNES (Derbyshire and
Nottinghamshire Entomological Society). Between them they caught
and released over 60 moth species, of which 10 were new finds for the
Park. Some of the largerones, including three different types of
hawkmoth, were kept for a few hours to display on Sunday, they were
later released.
On Sunday from 10 a.m, many visitors enjoyed joining in with various
activities. Specialist-led walks were held by Neil Glenn (Notts Bird
Watchers), Gordon Dyne (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust) and their
team looking for birds and plants, while Chris Bradbury (Notts Dragonfly Recorder) led walks looking for dragonflies. Neil Pinder(NWT) and
others identified over 250 plant species.

Chris Terrell-Neild (Nottingham Trent University) took groups
insect hunting. He had set pitfall traps in two woodland locations,
three days before the event. The traps were inspected and the
insects identified before they were released. This activity was
popular with children, who are often fascinated by insects.
Three new species were added to the Park list.
The pond dipping led by Ranger Chris was also very well attended; young newts and large dragonfly nymphs were amongst the
finds.

There were plenty of other activities for children craft activities
were run by Ann and Chris, and Roger organized giant jigsaw
puzzles and snakes and ladders. The Nottinghamshire Bat Group
information stand proved very popular with the children, who
while learning about bats, were able to make bat masks.

The final totals of ‘finds’ is not in yet: there are more records to
come in from the specialists. A full report will be included in the
next newsletter.
Our thanks go to Rushcliffe Borough Council and Ruddington
Co-op who sponsored the BioBlitz and to Vision Express who allowed us to use their car park. Above all, thank you to all
volunteers, rangers and specialists who gave their time to help
in running a successful, enjoyable event.
Rosemary and Heather

This is a Lime Hawk moth and a Poplar Hawk moth caught by
Mick, photo by Rosemary and Andrew
Dove

Mick and Sarah investigate,
photo by Roger
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Rushcliffe Country Park receives 16th
consecutive Green Flag Award!
UK.

Rushcliffe Country Park has received its 16th consecutive Green Flag
Award, acknowledging the green space as one of the best parks in the

The outdoor area has been named again among 2,208 UK parks and green spaces that have received
the award, which sets the benchmark standard for the management of recreational outdoor spaces
across the UK and around the world.
Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Portfolio Holder for Communities and Climate Change Cllr Abby Brennan
joined the Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park volunteer group and Council representatives to raise the
flag.
Cllr Brennan said: “I’m thrilled that Rushcliffe Country Park has received a prestigious Green Flag Award
for the 16th year! This achievement shows that the park is well-maintained and well-managed, with excellent facilities.
“Thank you to all our staff and Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park volunteers for their hard work and
commitment in looking after the park. They go above and beyond every year to build on its continued
success and improve the park and facilities.
“We are also in the first phase of a series of sustainable developments at the park that will deliver new
facilities, including a new café, upgraded visitors’ centre and improved landscaping, in line with the Council’s Carbon Clever programme.
“These exciting developments and the Green Flag status will encourage more visitors to our much-loved
Country Park.”
Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park chairperson Ann Towel added: “We strive to develop and enhance
Rushcliffe Country Park and raising the Green Flag at the park for a 16 th year means a lot to us.
“The park has 85 hectares of wildflower meadows, grassland, conservation and landscaped areas and a
two hectare lake.
“Conservation work is a priority, and we know visitors love exploring and watching the diversity of wildlife
at the park.
“Our door is always open to new volunteers, so if anyone would like to join and help to maintain the
green flag status, please get in touch.”
The award is a sign to the public that the space boasts the highest possible environmental standards, is
beautifully maintained and has excellent visitor facilities.

A huge thank you to everybody that made the BioBlitz
such a success. It was 2 years in the planning and lots
of hard work from the core team of Rosemary, Heather,
Mick and Marijke went into organising and arranging the
day, including applying for funds, writing risk assessments and convincing specialists to join us. Lots more
people helped out on the actual day, coming in early on
a Sunday to help set up, give information, organise
groups and run activities and when everybody was tired
and wanted to go home most people even stayed longer
to help take everything down again! It was a real team
effort and showed what a fantastic group the Friends
are. Hopefully soon we will have the official results of
what was found in, which we can publish for everybody
to read.
After a good clear out and lots of shifting stuff around
our new workshop is now up and running and we’re now
starting the countdown for the completion of the visitor
centre! We will be planning a grand opening soon and
will hopefully start taking bookings on our new digital
booking system for our much improved meeting room.
Our summer activities are filling up fast and include den
building, pond dipping, bug house building and Forest
School. Anybody wishing to come along and help with
any of these are welcome!
Alastair

Work Days

The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
New volunteers always welcome
Registered Charity No 1079665

.

