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A lovely spring photo taken by Lib of our mushrooms.

And the work goes on, the friends carrying out their hedge
laying along Weggie walk in the sunshine. Thanks Steve for
your great photos.

Sarah Garvey

I first joined the Friends in early February and despite it being rather cold I was
given a very warm welcome! Getting stuck in pruning and crown lifting at Gibbies
I was given a few pointers about efficient sawing technique (thanks Karen). The
highlight of the session was the diverse conversation, hot tea and good selection
of biscuits (chocolate Oaties being a firm favourite!) The end of day ritual back
home soon became a check for small puncture wounds! Seeing the season
change and the wildlife emerge I’d happily be down on the ground “looking for
bees” to which I’d hear “What have you found David Attenborough?!”. We enjoyed
some glorious weather mid March and noticed the frisky frogs in the pond were
making the most of it! It was virtually sunbathing weather (but of course we were
too busy for that). Next on the list was “Barley Straw sausage making” a definite
first for me. Tony found a competitive urge and we soon got into the flow of it. We
didn’t know if it would be completed in time, especially as the weather “took a
turn for the wurst” (sorry Chris), but all was well. I’ve enjoyed learning new skills
and making new friends, and look forward to what else is to come. Thank you.

The annual barley sausage making
was carried out this March .Thanks to
those who attended . Thanks also to
Sarah for the photos!

More Friends thinning out growth in Gibbies Wood. Photos from Sarah

Photo taken by friendly bystander.
As reported by John Y in the previous edition, just before Christmas we
started to clear a working space alongside a mature hedge near the
metal gates on the South side of the park. At the time, John is quoted
as saying, "This hedge promises to be challenging". He was not wrong!
Before we could access the 164 metres of hedge line, we had to cut
down and remove a lot of thorn and such was the coverage, its removal
continued while the hedge laying continued. We did not bind the hedge
as it is a boundary hedge surrounding a plantation inaccessible to the
public. Besides, we wanted to move quickly on and see what delights
the Rangers had in store for us over the last few remaining weeks of
this season's hedgelaying.
And so it was that we found ourselves at Weggies Walk, confronted with
190 metres of hedge ... gap ... dead hedge ... hedge ... you get the
picture! A few team members were affected by Covid and the weather
was too wet to work on a few occasions. It was a dash to the finish line
- joining up unfinished stretches and completing the binding along the
whole length. Rangers Steve and Dan made sure the job got finished
and on this occasion, Street Wise was employed to shred all the excess
brash. Streetwise will be chipping the brash towards the end of May.
Both hedges were last laid in 2013/14.

A new trail has been set up alongside the
Ladybird Trail. It is aimed at introducing
animal tracks to our visitors. 18 signs show
the animal and its footprint in concrete.
There are also 6 signs that encourage
visitors to guess footprints from
what they have learnt. Thanks go
to Steve and Dan, they put in two
hardworking days to install the
signs, great work chaps! A leaflet
giving additional info about animal
signs is available for 50p. Roger

Two more additions to the sensory trail have been created.
The first is a balance game to get 4 golf balls in 4 holes and
the second is a Recorder Keyboard using bellows to make
sounds and hopefully a simple tune.

Friends may like to know that
the butterfly table is now
complete. It comprises 18
carved wooden butterflies.
Thanks to Helen fo her help
during construction. They
are of a different thickness to
create an interesting pattern.
The second component is
the 6 mosaic butterlies which
have a concrete base.
Thanks to Jean Kate Chris
Liz and Anne for their lovely
mosaics. You will also notice
a sign which explains the
background to the project.
We hope you enjoy visiting it.
Regards Roger

Edwina

photo by Lib

I’ve had a bit of a break from
participating in Friends’ activities
for a year because of lock-downs
and needing to look after my
children. I also found that I had
got out of the habit. Earlier this
year I realised that I’d rather be
outside with the Friends on
Wednesdays than going to the
Pilates class that I’d started
doing! I straightaway got stuck
into hedging. The Friends were
working on a section of hedge on
the perimeter road so I chose a
length of hedge that I thought
looked quite straightforward (but
turned out slightly more complicated, as they always do). I was
getting into a routine, coming
every week, but it was interrupted
as I caught Covid in January.
After a couple of weeks’ recuperating, I finished my stretch
off. Then we started a hedging
along Wedgie Walk. This was a
much larger stretch than I had
ever hedged before and I
managed to finish it completely
with a lot of determination, lots of
saying “hello” to passers-by,
avoiding treading on all the interested dogs that came to greet me
and only hurting one finger! I feel
that I’ve really accomplished
something beautiful. I’ve also
really appreciated getting to meet
my friends again, having our
chats, and enjoying being outside
and feeling lucky that I am able to
volunteer like I do.

After what felt like a long winter, spring has finally started to show itself
which is lovely to see all around the park. However, after much drama the
notable absence is a breeding pair of swans, which unfortunately means
we’re unlikely to see any signets this year. All our photographers are going
to have to find something else to take photos of this year!
Our newest Ranger Dan has sadly left us to concentrate on his studies and
we are busy in the process of recruiting somebody to fill this role as soon
as possible. Although not with us for very long Dan very quickly got stuck
in at the park and was an asset that will certainly be missed. We wish him
the best of luck.
You will have noticed some big changes taking place over the last couple
of months around the visitor centre and carpark, with a new entrance gate
and path going in, the new workshop being built, moving the shipping containers to a more discrete location, removal of the old compound and new
fence lines being installed. This section of the work is almost complete,
with just the old compound area waiting to be grass seeded and a new
gate at the road crossing. Once water and power are installed in the new
workshop we will begin the task of moving everything across to our new
workspace. Artex, a local company, have kindly funded some large trees to
be planted for instant impact and some hedging to screen off the carpark
and road which will be planted at the end of the year. Roger also has some
ideas brewing for some interesting benches and tables which will hopefully
be a nice finishing touch to the area.
We are expecting word imminently about the Phase 3 section of the works,
and will then hopefully be able to provide an accurate time scale for the final completion of the work, which I am sure we are all now desperate to
see finally finished. Once work commences the entire visitor centre building and toilet block will be closed for the works to take place and the Park
staff will be relocated to the shipping container office that has been delivered. Hopefully this will be for as short a time as possible as it will be quite
cosy in there!
Bioblitz planning is underway and hopefully soon we will have a list of external specialists that will be running walks and talks throughout the day
and we’re still keen for any Friends who can help on the day, either running
activities or helping with the logistics on the day. Have a chat with myself,
Rosemary, Heather or Marijke if you would like to get involved in any way.
A big thank you to everybody for your continued hard work in everything
you do on the park and putting up with all the changes that have been taking place recently. Hopefully in the next few months we’ll be able to enjoy
the coming sunshine with our fantastic new facilities and have a proper
Summer Social that everybody can attend.

Everyone is having such fun!!

Thank you John Y for your photos!!

John E and Tim photos by Lib ..Thanks

Here are a few photos connected to the Hedge
clearing which is happening along Weggies Walk
simultaneously to the hedge laying.

These photos record the day they moved the 4 containers.
Roger

First a close up of a female Pochard

John’s Jottings
Winter has finished, and we have already
enjoyed some very spring-like weather,
although as I write during the closing days
of March the weather has, true to form,
turned cold again. For wildlife it is all
change, out with winter-visiting birds, and in with butterflies, dragonflies,
spring flowers, summer-visiting birds and much more. Winter bird life has
been much as normal. Although there was perhaps less variety in the
“winter” ducks on the lake, we enjoyed a good number of Shoveler (close
on 20 birds) and the occasional Pochard. Thirty or more Lapwings were
seen circling the lake on a frosty morning in January.
It is not at all clear whether we will have cygnets this year. The pen has
been on her own much of the time recently. A cob (possibly the original
partner) came for a brief period and then left, but has now just returned.
At one stage another pair of Mute Swans visited briefly.
Last year I talked about Siskins and Lesser Redpolls, finches that visit in
the winter. I managed to track these down again this winter. Although
often up in the canopy on trees such as Alder, on one occasion early in
March I happened to see both species bathing in a pool at the side of the
reedbed. Later that morning I found either the same flock or a different
flock, along with Goldfinch, in Alder near the seasonal pond. Also a
Treecreeper has been reported on Alder behind the lake and Goldcrests
have been seen in the pines near the visitor centre.
A raptor that is increasingly to be seen in the general area is Red Kite.
There have been a couple of reports of one flying over the Park recently,
and apparently they are seen quite frequently in the Vale of Belvoir,
perhaps having spread up from the re-introduction in Rockingham forest.
Skylark still hangs on near Weggie Walk, although over the railway rather
than the building site! It’s singing was enjoyable during hedge-laying
along there in recent weeks. Other signs of spring have included Yellowhammer singing (near Bradmore gate), Chiffchaff singing, Peacock,
Small Tortoiseshell, Comma and Brimstone butterflies, frogspawn, frogs,
newts, Tree Bumblebee, and flowering Blackthorn. We had to rush to get
the hedge-laying finished, with Hawthorn coming into leaf quite early.
I hope everyone enjoys the wildlife treats still to come this spring and
summer.
John E

Photos taken by Sarah Garvey

Congratulations go to Chris Rose and Laura. Chris has always
spoken out about the need for appropriate provision for our disabled
visitors, having had considerable personal experience. Chris and
Laura worked together on a proposal to apply for a grant to upgrade
the disabled toilets. To our delight they were successful and a far
superior upgrade will now be possible. The Friends have decided to
support the project with an additional grant of £2000. Well done to
both ladies, your efforts were so worthwhile.

Work Days

The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
New volunteers always welcome
Registered Charity No 1079665

.

