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In these troubled times our park vegetation grows, wildlife thrives, and
things need maintenance to keep them safe. Our rangers, and some
volunteers led first by Keith and then by Alastair have kept the park in good
condition in spite of strict restrictions. All work has been done within general
government rules and specific rules in accordance with the health and safety
assessment for the park.
JY Editor
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Welcome to Alastair as Our New Manager
Last time I wrote an article I was saying how sorry we were to lose Keith as the
Manager of RCP. Today I am writing to say welcome to Alastair, our new
Manager. It is good to see him back at the Country Park as he joined us briefly in
2015 as a Seasonal Ranger but left us for a full time position. It sounds as
though Alastair has some ideas which will benefit all of us and I know he is eager
to get well and truly stuck into his new position. We all wish you well, Alastair,
and know you have a great team to keep the park running smoothly and
efficiently; that does include the Friends of course!!.
Dorothy

Message from Alastair
Hello everybody,
I would like to start by saying a big
thank you to all the volunteers who
have started to come back to the park,
it’s already making a big difference
having you here (and nice to see you
again!). The park is growing like crazy
with the weather we’ve had and it feels
like one long summer holiday with the
amount of visitors we are getting, so
helping us stay on top of the litter
picking and vegetation management is
invaluable. We still have a growing list
of jobs that need doing so please don’t
be shy in asking if you want something
to do!
I can’t see us going back to our regular
Wednesday sessions for a while yet but
hopefully we’ll be ready in good time
for hedge laying.
Photo JY

It’s certainly been a strange start to
this new role and very odd not having Keith around, but Steve and Chris have
been really helpful and have gone above and beyond what they needed to during
our reduced hours, which had kept things running semi smoothly. From my
perspective it’s all going well so far, although I’m not enjoying having to spend so
much time in front of the computer.
Dorothy’s neighbour James Musson had kindly collected and sold some obsolete
equipment we had taking up space in the compound and container, so that has
2

filled the Friends pockets a little more. As a small thank you we have recently
cleared out a lot of our surplus chainsaw and brush cutter equipment that we are
donating to him.
The car park and log cabin toilets are
now being closed by the Rushcliffe
facilities team at 6pm. This is giving us
a lot more flexibility, helps alleviate the
loss of the seasonal ranger, and helps
us with our new rota of shift patterns
that we officially started on July 1st. We
now have a single Ranger on at the
weekend so we can be more of a team
in the week.
The play area and compost toilets will
be opened on the 4th of July, although
the compost toilets will be closed by
3pm before we leave each day.

Alastair working with Tris in 2015

Finally, we have some exciting projects in the works that involve sprucing up the
log cabin toilets block, a new skate park, improving the entrance to the park and
a bigger scheme involving the visitor centre and cafes. I’ll keep you all updated
and involved as and when it progresses.
Alastair

Socially Distanced Farewell to Keith
Keith retired after
the social distancing
rules became
applicable and
Dorothy entertained
any bemused park
visitors with this
bizarre presentation
of his leaving card.
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Volunteers’ work on the Park.
Thank you Steve for the following notes. JY.
Lib has helped out with surveying alongside Rosemary.
Rosemary has been working in the fruit area, surveying and some weeding of the
tyre maze.
Heather has also weeded the tyre maze and trimmed back some of the
overhanging trees around the plantation near the friend’s field.
Jill and Helen have been working to tidy up the community garden.
Paul has been in mowing.
Liz has been helping us out with litter picking.
Ex Ranger Jenny has also been spotted with a litter picker.
John E has done some fence line work around the activity woodland.
Karen has done some litter picking when not speeding around on her electric
bike.
Marĳke litter picked also.
Steve.

Honey and Jam
With the facilities at the Country
Park being closed to the public, it
was a problem how we were going to
sell our honey and jam. I then had
a light bulb moment and a “pop up
stall” popped up outside my house.
I wasn’t too hopeful as we live in a
cul de sac but we have a few
footpaths on our door step and I
believe it is through dog walkers and
Photo Dorothy
others that I have been able to sell
the quantity I have done. To date I
have sold £90.50 worth of jam and
£168 for honey. It is put out in a morning and it is down to the honesty of the
public, without me needing to be about, and to date I have only been short
changed for £1 on honey.
Dorothy.

Linger
Ann, Janet and Chris are missing all our friends/customers very much.
Wednesdays are just not the same without you all. Not too sure when Linger will
be back, or how we will be able to put into operation all the necessary rules and
regulations to keep everyone safe. As soon as we are able we will return. Until
then keep safe and keep visiting the park. Even without us it’s a great place to
be.
Ann.
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No Lock-down or Social Distancing for our park bees
The bees in our 5 hives survived the winter months and since the lock-down in
March it has been life as normal for the bees, even if not so for the beekeepers.
The members of the bee group have endeavoured to carry out weekly inspections
in pairs and not as a whole group.
Our inspections have provided us with some surprises over the weeks. Whenever
we thought things were going well we would soon encounter a few dilemmas
such as queen-less hives, frames with too many developing queen cells and the
threat of swarming.
On one occasion we were astounded to find one hive in a complete mess. The
adventurous queen in this particular hive decided to have a change from her
normal abode, the brood box, somehow managing to escape into the super box
above, which is meant for storing honey. How did she do this when the queen
excluder was in place over the brood box? Once in the super she got to work and
soon, instead of honey, we found some frames with beautifully formed brood.
This is the term given to the young developing bees starting as tiny white eggs,
hatching into larvae, then changing into pupae, enclosed in wax capped cells,
from which the young adult bees emerge.
Spoiling her fun we decided to sort out the mess by shaking all the bees on the
frames in the supers back into the brood box in the hope of returning the queen
to her rightful place. The hive was reassembled, leaving the frames with brood in
the supers for the nurse bees to look after when hatched. This hive now has
heavy frames of honey ready for extraction
Danuta.

The Tyre Maze
Heather and Rosemary
have weeded the tyre
maze.

Photo Heather
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John’s Jottings
The strange situation we have been in since late March has also had an impact on
wildlife sightings at the Park during what should have been the most exciting time
of the year. During the height of lock-down, only those living nearby would have
been able to visit, and in my case this meant missing the arrival of summer
migrant birds in April. Since then, however, I have managed a few bird walks,
and the highlight for me was finding singing Linnet along Weggie Walk. This was
a first for me at the Park,
Linnet Photo John E
although perhaps this simply
reflects the fact that we tend not
to work in that area in spring.
Linnet is a finch that is
moderately common and
widespread in the south Notts
countryside. I often see them
along the Grantham Canal at this
time of year. Although most birds
are believed to be residents, they
are easily overlooked in winter,
but in spring and early summer
the characteristic song of the
male, together with his red
forehead and breast (faded
somewhat in this photo taken in
early June), makes them
relatively easy to pick out.
Females and winter males are
fairly plain, and can easily be
overlooked.
Other singing birds can still be
heard at the time of writing,
including Blackcap, Chiffchaff,
Dunnock, Blackbird and Song
Thrush, although now the solstice
has passed singing is very much
in decline. Around the lake, Reed
Warblers seem fairly quiet, but
there are plenty of young
Mallards, Coots and Little Grebes
to be seen. Our Mute Swans had
10 cygnets, but the count is now

Blackcap Photo John E
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down to 8. There have been plenty or
Marsh Orchids around the lake,
although numbers are down on last
year, possibly because of the impact of
higher water levels pushing birds
further up the bank.
Some of the warm sunny weather in
recent months has certainly been good
for butterflies, and the usual spring
sequence has been observed, including
Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell,
Brimstone, Small White, Orange Tip
and Holly Blue. Also a good selection of
dragonflies and damselflies have been
spotted, including Hairy Dragonfly,
Azure, Blue-tailed and Large Red
Damselflies, Black-tailed Skimmer and
Four-spotted Chaser.

Common spotted orchid
Photo JY

Black headed gull
Photo John E

Spotted leaves of spotted orchid
Photo JY

Moulty male mallard moving
into eclipse summer
plummage Photo John E

During the summer months, although
birds may be harder to see and hear,
there will be plenty of other interest,
not least of which will be the
progression of wild flowers in our
meadows and elsewhere, and more
butterflies and dragonflies. Keep safe.
John E

Small Tortoiseshell Photo
John E
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Roger’s Notes

Friends may be interested in knowing that
the ladybird has already been very well
used during lock-down . I found the need
to do a repair on it recently, a section
dropped and needed support and I filled
some cracks. I am thinking of colouring
the body with red Sadolin sometime soon.
I also carried out a repair in the sensory
trail. The skittle alley is now fully
operational and is getting plenty of
attention.
Roger
Dave whom we showed working on the
butterfly game in the last newsletter has
finished the refurbishment splendidly.
All photos on this page by Roger.

Please look out for our 2021 park calendar during the
autumn.
Regular Workdays are suspended
Until the Covid-19 emergency ends there will be no regular volunteer workdays.
There are tasks to be done. Volunteers must contact the rangers in
advance of doing work and get approval.
Please contact countrypark@rushcliffe.gov.uk
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