Rangers Office
0115 921 5865
Our website
www.friends-of-rcp.co.uk

Jan 2020
to
March 2020

Issue 86

I hope all the Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park have had a very
Merry Christmas and will have a Happy and Healthy New Year.
I would like to thank you all for another productive and successful year and
hope it continues for a long time to come. It doesn’t matter what the
weather conditions are like but you turn up keen to do whatever jobs are
waiting.
Many thanks, Dorothy.
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Looking back to last quarter’s achievements and looking
forward
A happy new year to all.
We have much to do in the park, and I
look forward to reporting this in the
upcoming newsletters as well as participating in the activities. I appreciate being
given articles and pictures so that I can
record your efforts for posterity. I can edit
a well balanced newsletter only if I have a
wide variety of material submitted.
Since the beginning of October we have
finished tidying up round the lake and
started the winter woodland and hedging work. As always we have other projects
to report such as willow weaving and Roger’s latest creation. I noticed a couple
of friends crown lifting near the sensory trail but was in a hurry, and am guilty of
not taking pictures. They were doing a good job which might well have prevented
children poking themselves in their eyes, as well as being beneficial to the trees.
But no report with pictures equals no newsletter report. Please record what you
do for the park. If nothing else it makes my task as editor easier.
Looking forwards, the big event of the year will be the BioBlitz in July.
John Y, Editor.

A Ladybird of Gigantic Proportions
Roger has been building a new ‘play
sculpture’ We have a magnificent
timber ladybird nearly finished. This is
constructed from pieces of timber. No
plywood here, and not based on a piece
of children’s fiction. A sculpture to equal
or better his frog. Again he has
designed it to be climbed upon, and it is
bigger. I admit that I am biased, and I
really like this, I like this as much as I
like his frog. Roger modestly writes in
the past passive tense as if he has
nothing to do with it, but it is surely of
his imagination.
“Friends may like to know about the
latest stage of the ladybird.
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The finished body was taken to the
timber yard and pressure treated in a
tantalising tank. On its return spots
were added. A template has been made
of its footprint and soon we will be
digging out and preparing a concrete
base. When installed it will sit on a leaf
shape of artificial grass. It will also be
covered with 20 climbing stones to help
children to scale this sculpture.
Roger.“

Photo of Roger by JY. Photos of ladybird by Roger.
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Co-op Local Community Funding

A big Thank you to the Co-op and all their customers for the magnificent sum of
£5,227 which we have received from their fund for local causes.
The money is for our Audio / Visual project, linked to the Bombs to Butterflies
story, which we have been working on for the last year.
It is making steady progress and we hope it will be completed early next year.
Jean.

Final touches for the compost area in the Friendship Garden
Our willow weavers, not an
avian species, but a team led
by Jean and Kate, have further improved the appearance
of the Garden of Friendship
by building a willow screen
behind the compost bins.

Dave Richardson, John
Hubbard, and Roger assisted
with the cutting and attaching
of the posts.
Photos by Roger
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Rushcliffe Country Park BIOBLITZ
Saturday July 4 & Sunday 5th 2020

The first BioBlitz was held at the Park in 2010. We are planning one for the first
weekend in July. It will be interesting to see how the Park has evolved in the past
10 years.
What is a BioBlitz?
A BioBlitz is a race against the clock to discover as many species of plants, animals, insects, fungi, lichens and other species in the set location over a defined
period of time
This will involve members of the public, experts, naturalists, students and interested groups working together.
The BioBlitz planning team is meeting in early January to plan the structure of
the days, more information will be available after this meeting.
We hope that as many people as possible will get involved.We will need help to
run the various activities beforehand and on the days.
We would appreciate assistance with publicity, giving out data collection sheets,
data collection and recording, and provision of refreshments
During the weekend we are planning talks, walks and activities with experts,
moth trapping, bat walks, and children’s activities.
Please let us know if you have a special area of interest that you would like to get
involved with.
BioBlitz Planning Team
Rosemary, Heather, Marĳke, Marian, Mick, and Keith.
Thank you Chris Jackson, Biodiversity Officer, Notts CC for permission to reuse
the logo from 2010. This gives a nice feeling of continuity.
Ed.

Making Contacts for BioBlitz
An exhibition by Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Entomological Society
(DaNES) at Nottingham University’s Brackenhurst College, Southwall,
proved both interesting and useful – particularly with the forthcoming
Bio Blitz in mind.
Rosemary and I wore our FoRCP uniform and
spoke to the various exhibitors to gauge their interest in participating or helping with next year’s
event. Our inquiries resulted in quite a lot of interest and exchange of contact details, so we
hope to report on firm outcomes at a later date.
We also attended three of the six talks given.
Again, with Bio Blitz in mind, our interest was
piqued by a reoccurring theme running through
each of them – that of public perception.
Ellis Spiers’s talk on “The Ethics of fatal sampling
methods and their importance for insect conservation” explained why it is impossible to
gather meaningful data on species without
killing, dissecting and removing insects from the
field – which many consider cruel and unnecessary. Chris Monk’s talk on “The
Adder and how to change public perception of a difficult species” brought back
memories of the false assumption of an adder bite at RCP and the over-reaction
that followed. Finally, Allison Stuart’s talk on “Beetles with Nottinghamshire’s
rural roads and verges” demonstrated how Councils have to balance budgets, environmental needs and public perception i.e. a verge left uncut is untidy and
uncared for.
The talks gave us some food for thought on issues we should address at RCP, especially next year when our conservation aims will be spotlighted at the Bio Blitz.
Lib.
Photo: Rosemary with Eurycantha Calcarata - Papua New Guinea Stick Insect at
the DaNES Exhibition.

More Preparations for BioBlitz
More people with a first aid qualification are needed for this event. If 10 people
offer then a 3 hour course can be sourced at a cost of £275 (which is remarkably
cheap/good value). 8 people have already signed up. A Wednesday afternoon
would be a good time to hold such a course.
More people are needed to help with mammal trapping for which a licence is
needed. Please sign up and a course can be arranged.
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Gibbies Wood Pond
The pond in Gibbies Wood was surveyed by Rosemary and I on a chilly 25
October 2019. The temperature of the water was not measured in a particularly
scientific way; we deduced it was cold by the fact our toes, wrapped in thick
socks and wellies, were frozen after two hours!
However, the cooler water, density of
reeds and presence of green algae
(probably Spirogyra owing to its being
slimy) didn’t prevent us from finding
some interesting freshwater life.
Worms – one thin, brown and 40mm
long; Ramshorn snails – some as tiny
as 3mm – others a good 15mm; newts
up to 20mm; beetles and spiders of
various types. There was mosquito,
red midge and phantom midge larvae.
Newt 20 mm

Meniscus larva Divella sp head
Meniscus larva tail

If time allows after a survey, it’s always
a bonus for me to go back to the information
centre and use Rosemary’s microscope to
look in greater detail at some of our more interesting finds. On this occasion, we were
trying to identify the particular family type of
Beetle (there are approximately 2,000
species of true water beetles worldwide; two
beetles we frequently see are the black one
with red legs - Hydrophilus fusipes - and the
other is one of the Agabus sp).
Quite by chance we noticed a difference in
the appearance of some midge larva
collected up in the sample water. Undistinguishable with the human eye, this
midge larva had long bristles on its thorax
and the tip of its abdomen, plus its thoracic
segments were not fused. It also held its
body in a U-shape. These features set it
aside from the usual midge larva and we
were able to identify this as a Meniscus
Midge. Quite satisfying when one considers
it was about 5mm long.
Lib.

Raft Spider
10 mm
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Tidying the Lake Margins
We started clearing the lake margins
back in September as recorded in the
last newsletter. We continued in
October. Here are some pictures from
October.

Photos by Sue

Photos by Janet C

A New Look to the Bird Hide in Gibbies Wood

Photos by Helen
A team of five, Karen, Jill, Helen, Jean
and newcomer Dave, who was keen to
learn the skill of willow weaving, took
on this task.
The pond in this area is quite deep in
places and a new barrier was needed to
make this a safe place.
Jean
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John’s Jottings
Observers of wildfowl on the lake will have noticed a number of our “winter”
ducks visiting this autumn. We have seen Pochard (a diving duck) as well as Teal,
Wigeon, Shoveler and Gadwall (dabbling ducks). Although some did not
stay long, Gadwall and Shoveler seem
to have remained on site in small
numbers (up to about 8 of each
species).
Gadwalls are easily overlooked, being
about the same size and shape as a
Mallard and rather plain at a distance.
The male, however, is mostly grey with
a dark tail, and a close up view will
reveal quite intricate markings. Both
sexes have a patch of white (the
speculum) towards the rear of the
wing, but this is often concealed by
other feathers. When visible it helps to
confirm identification, particularly in the
case of the female, which otherwise is
very similar to a female Mallard. In
flight this appears as a large white
panel at the rear of the inner wing.
Gadwalls are quite common in this region throughout the winter, but relatively few breed here, the remainder
returning to Scotland, Iceland and
northern continental Europe. Only
about 7 sites in Nottinghamshire produced young in 2016, for example, with
only a handful of broods at each location. Although many arrive in Britain
under their own steam, some birds,
particularly the more sedentary ones,
are believed to come from introduced
or captive stock.
Tawny Owls are present in the area,
though rarely seen. A pair was heard
calling late one afternoon in early
December, and one had to be released
from the periscope on the sensory trail in October. Another raptor that often goes
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unnoticed is Sparrowhawk – I
happened to see one in early December
perched on a tree beyond the reed bed
and then flying off across the lake. Buzzards, on the other hand, are a lot
more obvious, and one day in October
there were no less than 7 overhead.
New species recorded this quarter
included Small Scabious Scabiosa
columbaria (introduced with seed mix),
the fungus Mousepee Pinkgill Entoloma
incanum and the wasp Aulacidea
hieracii. The last of these was revealed
through the presence of its gall on a hawkweed (Hieracium species). I’m sure we
can look forward to plenty more new species in 2020, as part of the Bioblitz.
John E.
Photos . Top to bottom starting previous page:M Teal by Gary, F Gadwell by John E, F & M Sparrowhalks in John E’s garden by
John E, Stock Dove by JY, and on this page M & F Gadwells (with somewhat
warm colours due to reflections from Autumn reeds) by John Y..

At Last We Nearly Get To Hedge Laying
Nearly, because we first have to get to our hedges. So far this season our hedges
have been protected from our billhooks by huge amounts of peripheral growth on
both sides of the boundary. In spite of that we have laid a length near the
Bradmore gate and are now working on a length further east of that beyond the
metal gates
First cut your way in.

Then get rid of all the brash. What do we do with it? We certainly don’t burn it, as
another fairly local site (which had better remain nameless) did, until a nearby
resident called the fire brigade! That is not environmentally friendly.
10

Put it over there says Chris. Over there
is not just over the fence at the other
side of the meadow. Over there is
actually behind the tree line, over there.

And that itself implies clearing even
more brash.
At last we can start Hedge Laying.

Hedge Laying

I hope to show many more
pictures of hedging in the
next newsletter. I have
just shown a few snaps of
my own here. I would like
to show the whole process
of siding up, plashing,
staking, finishing, and
binding.
Please will members and
rangers take more
photographs.
JY editor.
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Work Days
The Friend’s work days will be held every Wednesday.
Meet at the Education Centre at 9.30 am.
New volunteers are always welcome.
Registered Charity No 1079665

Membership Subscriptions
FRCP subscriptions are due in January. Please complete a membership form
and return with your £5 subscription. Subscriptions and forms can be left in the
Rangers’ Office marked for the attention of Jan Riffat, Membership Secretary.

A little bit extra since we’ve got space.
This strange looking duck, which will
defy identification with the aid of a bird
book turned up at the park. It is a
hybrid of uncertain parentage, but
maybe a cross between a mallard and a
farm duck. Real ornithologists are a bit
‘sniffy’ about this sort of thing, and so
it is not qualified to be in John’s Jottings.
JY.

Dates for your Diary
BioBlitz: 4th, 5th July. But lots to do before then for this 48 hour event
The Winter Social: 22nd January
Date of next meeting: 25h March at 1.30 in the education room.This is the AGM
Sunday Teas dates: Jan 19th, Feb 2nd, 16th, Mar 1st, 15th.
Cream Teas March 4th and subsequent 1st Wednesday in the month
Linger dates: Jan 15th, Feb 5th,19th, Mar 4th, 18th.
Wytham Spring 2020: Nigel from Wytham Woods says the working time next
May is from 4th – 8th May. The May Day Bank Holiday next year is not in this
week so working days would be from 9 am Monday 4th May to the end of
Thursday 8th May. People can come and camp from Sat 2nd May until Sunday
10th May or for any period in between. If people would like to book up the Swiss
Chalet then please do it fairly soon. It would be helpful to know the approximate
numbers to pass on to Neil so that he can decide what jobs can be planned.
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