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Great Crested Grebe
Photo JY

We have had this Great Crested Grebe on the lake since late February but
so far no sign of a mate.
Hedging has now finished and we look forward to spring and summer. In
addition to recording the last three months I have included an article by
Rosemary about our dragonflies which will soon be over and around the
lake. These are very diificult to photograph in flight. Please Try.
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Sun Clock
Friends have been busy over
the last few weeks enjoying
making eight mosaic slabs
and number markers. These
are to develop a sun clock
which will soon appear on
the grass area by the picnic
tables. (More about this in
the next newsletter when
the project is complete.)

Mushrooms
The plan to replace all 15 mushrooms,
after 6 years of consistent use, has now
moved a step closer. The final five have
been completed. Thanks to Zoe and
Steve for their chainsaw skills and Dave,
Gary, John H and Helen for their help in
shaping and treating the mushrooms and
the concrete bases.
Roger

Sensory Trail
Friends might like to know
about some developments in
the sensory trail. First we have
installed ten birdsong boxes.
Looking like a regular bird box,
they contain a gadget, that on
the press of a button gives you
10 seconds of a bird call.
Lifting the lid reveals a picture
of the bird and its name. This
activity shares its space with the optical
illusions gallery.
Next two musical instruments have been added, a boomwhacker made from
coloured pipes, and eight hand bells. They are both being played a great deal,
giving the kids and parents plenty of fun. The sensory trail is also looking much
better with the
addition of plenty of wood chip. Thanks to Jill, Dave and Paul.
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Another addition to the Sensory trail is the snake. It is aimed at
increasing children’s awareness of people with visual impairment.
The sign draws to their attention to tactile surfaces on pavements
and asks them to try to sense the shape of the snake using the
white stick whilst closing their eyes.
Roger
Photos. Sun Clock JY , Mushrooms and Sensory Trail Roger.

Bees
Besides drinking tea,
beekeepers spend some of
their time making up
frames to be used in the
hives in the season ahead.
Each frame supports a
sheet of commercially
produced, wax foundation,
which young bees build out
when it is put in the hive.
Young worker bees have
special wax producing
glands on the underside of
Photo JY
their bodies and create
wax comb with the familiar
pattern of hexagonal cells.
Building frames for a ‘super’
Frames used in lower part
of the hive, the brood box,
are slightly deeper than those used in the upper box, which is known as a super. The
queen is confined to the brood box by a grill, or queen excluder, and it is here she
lays her eggs, which develop into new bees. As they are smaller, workers are able to
pass through the queen excluder to store honey in the super. Frames full of honey
are surprisingly heavy, so their shallower depth makes them easier for the beekeeper
Jan
to handle.
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Hedging

We have laid this length of the Weggie Walk hedge. This is the hedge that the
developers expect to break through in at least two places. One place less than
about thirty yards from Asher Lane, the other breaking through to give access to
Fifty Steps. The one near Fifty Steps is not at the extreme North West corner of
their plot as might be expected. The indicative site layout and the site plan do not
show the position of acoustic fencing which the successful appeal required. MAP1
1128034.pdf (An appeal document ) erroneously shows most of Weggie Walk as part
of the development plot. A second appeal is taking place on the rejected scheme
involving knocking a house down. There is still much to argue about. Detailed final
plans are not yet available. They will need to be scrutinised.
On a happier note
The Gordon Smith cup
awarded to the person who
has made the greatest
improvement in hedging in the
past year goes jointly to
Edwina and Heather. Edwina
was not able to attend and
Heather accepted the Cup
from John Randall at the AGM.
We have had a successful
hedging season and it has
been good to see some new
members beginning to develop
their skill with this traditional craft. Nobody has sent me any hedge laying pictures
this last quarter so I have printed a few of my own.
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Spot the
mistake

For Sale

The Park Shop is now up and running. We are showcasing items of craft including
birdfeeders, pencils, mosaics, all items made in the Park, stained glass and assorted
jams made by Rosemary and Tracey and honey from own busy bees which is now sold
out.
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Flies - Dragons and Damsels at Rushcliffe Country Park
As spring turns into summer look out for the beautiful damselflies and dragonflies
often seen flying near the lake.
Dragonflies, damselflies and desmoiselles are often seen in the park. You can tell
them apart because dragonflies are large and keep their wings open when not flying
but damselflies and demoiselles are smaller and close their wings at rest.
Dragonflies belong to the insect order Odonta which means ‘toothed jaw’ and their
fossilised remains are present in the pre-historic era. There are about 5,900 species
in the world today. The largest is South American with a wingspan of 19cm, and
length 10cm. In this country, 45 species are recorded and 18 of them have been
recorded in Rushcliffe Country Park so far although we always hope to add to the
list! The largest dragonfly that we see in the Park is the Emperor, a Hawker with a
wingspan of 12cm and body length 8.5cm which is often seen in August.
There are four types of dragonflies whose names describe their mode of operating:
hawker, skimmer, darter and chaser. The hawker incessantly patrol paths and hedges
for their prey, the skimmers ‘skim’ over water, the chasers ‘chase around to protect
their territory and the darters ‘dart’ from their perch to hunt.
Damselflies belong to a different suborder of insects
from the dragonflies and are much more difficult to tell
apart without reference to the internet or even books.
Both damselflies and dragonflies lay their eggs in water
or on plants by water. The larvae hatch after one to
two weeks and live in the water for one to three years
depending on the species, before they metamorphose
and emerge as the adult insect. The timing of the
emergence of the adult is regulated by day length,

Larva of Southern Hawker
Photo by Rosemary

From the old Park records
which Michael Thompson
kept over 13 years we know
when they are likely to
appear around our lake and
ponds.

Common Blue Damselflies
Photo by Rosemary
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First, in May, the Common Blue then the Blue
Tailed Damselflies appear. In early June, the
dragonflies start to be seen with the BlackedTailed Skimmer, Brown Hawker and Hairy
Hawkers preceding the Banded Demoiselle in late
June and early July. By this time, too, most years
the Broad bodied Chasers and Large Red
Damselflies are to be seen.

Banded
Demoiselle
Photo by Gary? H

In later July the Southern Hawker
dragonflies emerge from the ponds.
In 2018, the Four spotted Chaser
dragonfly was seen, but they don’t
come every year.

Southern Hawker
Dragonfly Photo by
Gary H

Four Spotted Chaser
Photo by Gary H
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Migrant Hawker
Photo by Rosemary

The last to emerge in August and September are the Migrant Hawker, Common
Darter, Ruddy Darter dragonflies along with the Emperor - the largest of them all.
The Park is home to some Nottinghamshire rarities: the Common Hawker
dragonfly and Emerald Damselfly have
been sighted twice and the Azure
Damselfly and Black Darter Dragonfly
only once.
When you see them please record
your sighting giving the species, date,
time, where, weather and your name,
then hand it in to the Rangers office it
can then be entered into our record
book.
Common Darter female
Photo by Gary H

Rosemary

(Eds Note. If you cannot identify your insect but can get a photograph then please do
so. Even photos not suitable for publication might be useful for identification.
Sometimes one gets lucky with these difficult beasties. You will notice that there are
a number of species in the following table that are not represented by photographs
in the article. I would be pleased to use suitable photographs for the front cover of
later newsletters. JY)
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Seen every year
May

Seen most years

Rarely seen in Notts

Common Blue Damselfly
Blue-tailed damselfly
Black-tailed Skimmer

June

Brown Hawker

Hairy Hawker

Azure damselfly

Banded Demoiselle
Broad Bodied Chaser

Large Red Damselfly
Emerald Damselfly

July

Southern Hawker
Four spotted Chaser

August

Migrant Hawker
Common Darter

Emperor

Common Hawker

Ruddy Darter

September

Black Darter

Mosses at Rushcliffe Country Park
A Bryophyte (moss) identification course arranged by Notts Wildlife Trust and lead by
Margaret Crittenden, Nottinghamshire Bryophyte recorder, was held in the Park on
23 February. During a few hours, 18 species of moss were found of which 16 were
newly identified species for the Park, 6 of these were in a small patch of mud by the
side of the Buggy track! As there were more to be found in the woods and other
areas of the Park Margaret offered to come back on the 21st March. Michael
Thompson and I joined her and more were found, many needing microscopic
examination to identify them, we are awaiting the final total for this year. Margaret
will be back next winter. Thank you Margaret for an enjoyable and instructive
course and field ID.
Rosemary

A Post Christmas ‘Do’
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This was a practice for our 21st, due next year.

John’s Jottings
As I write this, March
is drawing
to a
Egyptian
Goose
close and the usual changes are
underway. Having had a mild winter, with
some particularly warm weather from
mid-February onwards, inevitably some
things are happening a little earlier.
Several species of butterfly were seen on
the wing in February: Peacock, Small
Tortoiseshell, Comma and Brimstone.
Goat Willow around the lake was seen in
flower in January.
For me, this winter has been notable for
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singing Chiffchaffs. I heard one at Attenborough way back in January, they were
heard in the Park in the middle of February, and I have heard them frequently since
early in March. These birds are relatively short distance migrants, most British birds
spending the winter in southern Europe or Africa north of the Sahara. They normally
arrive back towards the end of March, which is when I normally hear them singing for
the first time. A few spend the winter here, but I believe these tend to be migrants
from eastern and northern Europe rather than residents, and they would therefore
not establish breeding territories here. So it would be interesting to know whether
the early singing this year is just accidental, whether over-wintering birds are
establishing territories here, or whether some of our summer visitors have arrived
very early.

Stock Dove

The other bird from the warbler family that is
starting to over-winter here, is the Blackcap.
Ongoing studies appear to show that these are
migrants from the continent, particularly
Germany. They take advantage of our milder
winters and the generous amount of
supplementary food we provide. I have
observed them on garden feeders, as have a
number of other people I know. I would like to
hear if they have been seen at the Park in
winter.
Finally I should mention that there has been a
single Great Crested Grebe on the lake since
late February. We had a pair at this time last
year, but they didn’t stop to breed. It will be
interesting to see if the present one acquires
a partner.
John E
(Ed’s note. I have managed a photo
of our Great Crested Grebe for the
front cover. Here is a photograph
that I managed to get of one of our
two Little Grebes. They spend a lot of
time under water, only come up for
air for a few seconds a considerable
distance from where they dive, and
are small.
The pictures of the Chiffchaff and
Blackcap are John Ellwell’s and were
taken at Netherfield Lagoons and
Holme Pierrepont respectively
JY)

11

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
New volunteers always welcome
Registered Charity No 1079665
Bio Blitz 2020
Rosemary and team are continueing to plan and organise the Bio Blitz for 2020 and
anyone who would like to be involved please see Rosemary. The good news is that
Councillor Reg Adair has donated £1,000 towards the expenditure of this exciting
venture for which we thanked him at the AGM.

Membership subscriptions
The FRCP subscription remains at £5 and renewals are due on 1 April 2019. On this
occasion, subscriptions will cover a 9 month period, but from January 2020, the
membership year will match the calendar year.
Please accompany your payment with a completed membership form stating your
preference for delivery of the newsletter and gift aid. A form is provided as a separate attachment for those receiving this newsletter by email. Membership forms are
also available in the foyer. Subscriptions and forms may be given to Jan Riffat or
Dick, or left in the Rangers’ Office.
Jan

Contributions to the Newsletter are welcome. Just as a reminder, especially
for Roger, It is helpful if they are typed using Trebuchet MS 14 point for body text,
and 16 point bold for headings, left justified on A4 pages. Please don’t embed pictures in text. It is easier for me to lay out pages with individual jpeg files that are
not heavily compressed or cropped.
JY

Dates for your Diary
Date of next meeting. Wednesday June 5th 2019 in the Education Centre at
1.30pm.
Sunday Teas dates. April 21st,May 5th, May 19th, June 2nd, June 16th.
Linger dates. April 17th, May 1st, May 15th, June 5th, June 19th.
Notts Fungi Group foray visit on May 22nd to Rushcliffe Country Park Foray to start
in the car park at 10.00hr for about 2 hours. FoRCP are welcome. The foray is for
identification and record. It is not for the kitchen! This is not a FoRCP event.
Wytham 2019 May 6th—10th 2019. It would be helpful to know the approximate
numbers to pass on to Neil so that he can decide what jobs can be planned.
Sept 9th –13th 2019.
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