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Wytham in September — Notice Boards

Lib Once again Wytham proved to be a very successful venture. Arriving on the
Sunday we pitched up in dry weather and started the evening off with a camp fire
and pancakes.
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The working parties were split and so I am reporting on behalf of Helen Peter and
myself. Our two projects were to dismantle and refurbish three large noticeboards in
the main carpark. The roofed structure above them also was to be cleaned and repainted. The second project involved making a new free standing noticeboard which
would hold current information and events. Helen worked incredibly hard in cleaning
and repainting the noticeboard roof, needing scaffolding. One of the noticeboards
was rotten and so Peter and myself replaced the back and one side with fresh timber.
These were painted by Helen and Peter. The new noticeboard was started on and
Nigel suggested that we include the new Wytham logo.
Using carbon paper I transferred the
design on ply, jigsawed it out and painted
all the parts. The finished unit, we felt
turned out well and Nigel gave it a wow.
Two fine evenings were enjoyed down the
pub, good food and great company. A
second campfire and pancakes also went
down well. On the last day Tris and Neil
were digging out a hole for the board and
had a clash of spades. It left Tris with a
nasty gash on his finger so with Helen, I
took him to a walk-in A and E where, after
2 hours he was repaired with super glue.
As always the Wytham crew made us very
welcome Thanks to all. Roger

Wytham in September — Hedge Laying
The larger party returned to the
hedge where we had been last year
and we layed a further third of it.
The picture of Mary, Jean and Kate
siding up gives a good idea of the
size of the material that we were
working. It was almost entirely
hawthorn.
Lib takes up the story on the next
page.
Again I am grateful to be invited to
Wytham by Nigel and to be allowed
to traverse the woods from Eynsham
early in the morning on the way to
the sawmill. The cover photograph
was taken on a sunny misty morning
between the chalet and Eynsham
Gate. John Y.
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This year's Wytham hedge laying team was pleased to welcome Lucy Lynton Jones
for a day and a half of 'work experience'.
Lucy works in the office based at Sawmill Yard and she enjoyed the opportunity of
gaining hands on experience of all the different processes involved in hedge laying.
On her first day she worked with me on siding up,
cutting stems and lowering the pleachers, and
quickly became proficient with the billhook. On
her second half day, she knocked in stakes before
helping Jean and Kate with binding.
Another welcome 'trainee' was Triston of Wytham's
Conservator, Nigel. For the past 3 years whilst Tris
was studying at Nottingham University, he volunteered as a Working Friend at RCP and did not
require any training 'in the field' so to
speak. However, he had not yet made pancakes
around the campfire! After a few tips, it was not
long before he was achieving first class results.
Congratulations Tris on graduating with a First
Class Degree this summer, and for those First Class
pancakes!
Lib

We had to start laying before
getting stakes but managed to
temporarily prop up and lift
pleachers. It seemed all right in
the end. I won’t be so
impatient to get cutting at RCP
in future! JY
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Thanks mainly to Lib, Zoe,
and Helen for photographs.
I am not sure who took
what.

JY
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Garden of Friendship
We have nearly finished, maybe a bit later than expected, but thanks from support
from Wytham with oak and Coop community funding, not over budget. There are
just a couple of benches to install and a bit more planting before we open. This has
been a bigger project than we imagined. Many people including Friends, rangers,
and a group from the Environment Agency have helped. Roger and Zoe stand out for
putting much effort into this project and driving it forward to completion.
The Grand Opening, with food, is scheduled for Wed 17th October at 1pm. I hope
that I finish this newsletter by then.
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Ivy Barber a founder member of the Friends joined us while planting the raised bed.
Photos by Zoe and JY
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Big Butterfly Count 2018
Another year, another Big Butterfly Count! The weather has definitely affected the
count this year – earlier in the season there were plentiful numbers of red admirals,
small tortoiseshells, brimstones, six spot burnet moths, and peacock butterflies. By
the time the Count rolled around, weather had improved / declined and we were six
weeks into an 8 or 9 week heatwave! Not much was seen on the wing during the heat
of the day, Ranger staff included.
Despite the heat and the lack of sightings, I undertook a few butterfly surveys. All of
the information and sightings get fed into the parks biological and ecological records,
and the species list. Generally, Rushcliffe Country Park is brilliant for butterflies. The
mosaic of open grassland covered with birds-foot trefoil, woodland, woodland
margins with a range of vegetation, and the bee & butterfly garden near the office,
are all valuable habitats. Different butterflies and moths prefer different habitats
and grass lengths, so the mowing regime and management of the park are clearly
working.
So far this year there have been over 89,000 sightings submitted to the Butterfly
Conservation Trust – last year there was 57,000. This year has been really good for
common blue butterflies, I have seen them all over the park. They particularly like
birds-foot trefoil as a food plant, and they are quite often spotted along Memorial
Avenue. Six-spot burnet moths are also common here, they are most often found on
field scabious in the open meadows. The meadow in front of the Friends Field is their
hang out. Brimstones tend to favour the hedgerows past the Seasonal Pond and on
the way up towards the Orchard. Small tortoiseshell, peacock and red admiral
butterflies all like the buddleia by the office, and ringlets and speckled woods like
woodland or woodland margins.

Top Row. Common blue, holly blue,
Gatekeeper, Small skipper.
Bottom Row. Green veined white, common
blue.
Photos by Laura
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The amount and quality of the habitats here are down to the hardwork of the Ranger
staff for the mowing and management, but also the volunteers, who spend hours
each year hand raking all the meadows to limit the nutrients, thus increasing the
wildflowers.

Green Flag 2018

Congratulations to Keith again. It can never be taken for granted.

Hayrake

We have had two hayrakes, this one illustrated by Laura took place in July, and
another one just about finishing now.
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John’s Jottings
Starting with my chief wildlife interest, birds, most of the summer visitors have
now left, and many of the smaller resident birds are in hiding or have disappeared
to abundant food sources in the wider countryside. On a more positive note, gulls
are back, and sometimes dozens of Black-headed Gulls (now without their dark
head) can be seen on the lake, along with the odd Lesser Black-backed Gull. At the
time of writing our 9 cygnets are still doing well.

Black headed gulls in summer and winter plumage, Buzzard and Kestrel photos by
Gary. Swans by Chris
It seems that I rarely visit the Park these days without seeing or hearing a Common
Buzzard. Here, and indeed in other places, they seem to have overtaken Kestrel as
the most commonly seen raptor. We tend to lump these species and other birds of
prey (hawks, harriers, eagles, kites, falcons, etc.) together under the term "raptors"
and think of them as being closely related. Recent scientific research, using DNA for
example, has shown that the two groups (falcons, of which Kestrel is an example)
and hawks and allies, do not have common ancestors. In fact falcons are now
believed to be more closely related to parrots and to passerines (the many families
of perching birds such as sparrows, thrushes, finches, tits, crows, warblers, etc.).
Despite different ancestry, these raptor groups have evolved hooked bills and
powerful sharp talons, although falcons have narrower, more pointed wings. I
haven't mentioned owls, which of course share some of the features of other
raptors but have evolved other features, including acute hearing.
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We seem to have a lot of new species for the Park this quarter. I was surprised to
learn that Nuthatch, which Mick heard in Gibbies Wood in June, was a first. They are
a reasonably common bird in woodland and have the surprising ability to climb both
up and down tree trunks. This is in contrast to Treecreepers, which can only climb up
and have to fly down to the bottom to start again. Other new species include Minor
Shoulder-knot moth, Purple Hairstreak butterfly (outside ladybird trail), Median
Wasp, Bishop's Mitre Shieldbug, and a leafcutter bee species (from genus Megachile).
Other sightings of note include female Sabre Wasp, Brown Hare (in the car park and
near the lake), Grass Snake (including 4 in the vicinity of the car park), and a
Muntjac deer on woodland edge.

Bee Mosaic
Liz kindly made a mosaic
for the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust for
them to give away as a
prize in their AGM raffle
and in return they made a
donation of £20 to the
FoRCP
Photo by Laura but I have
turned it on its side to fit the
page.
Dog show pictures by Lib

Coppers Annual Dog Show

Orange Ladybird
Best in Show
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Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
New volunteers always welcome
Registered Charity No 1079665
Sale of produce held on 1st August

Dates for your Diary
The Garden of Friendship opening ceremony will be held on Weds 17th October
at 1pm, followed by buffet lunch.
The next full Friends’ meeting will be on Wednesday 5th December at 1.30pm in
the Education Room.
Sunday Teas will be 21st October, 4th Nov, 18 Nov, 2nd December, 16th December,
6th January, and 20th January.
Linger by the Lake on Wednesdays 17th October, 7th November, 21st November
with sale of produce, 5th December, 19th December, 16th December
Wytham 2019 May 6th—10th 2019. It would be helpful to know the approximate
numbers to pass on to Neil so that he can decide what jobs can be planned.
Sept 9th –13th 2019.
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