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Barley Straw Sausage time
again
Oh! What FUN

Pond dipping ponds
have been relined.

The Friends have been working really well in the pond dipping area. Some
ponds were lined with a ‘Bentonite’ clay liner and then after some leakage
we used a Butyl liner for two of the others.
Our petrol water pump has proved invaluable and we now have a well tried
procedure which can be used to move water from the lake.
Roger

The Woodpecker Glade
A new addition to the Sensory Trail
has just been completed.
The woodpecker glade gives
children a chance to find out about an
aspect of their hearing... the ability
to sense from which direction a
sound is coming.
Come and try it out for yourself!
Many thanks to Jill and Mike for
their help in the installation.
Roger

When Ruddington resident Jeanette Sowerby passed away, her family asked
for donations to the park as she had loved it so much. From the generous
donations we have created a bike sculpture, planted 7 silver birch
standards, harrowed and seeded a cornfield mix wildflower area and once
completed we will be installing a wooden carved bench. All the features are
to link in with Jeanette’s Dutch heritage, cycling, white boughed trees, a
bench to show a Dutch canal and a windmill scene, plus wildflowers to link
in with the first world war commemoration.

Silver Birch trees have been planted around this area
and a carved bench is presently under construction.

Two children try out the bike sculpture for size.

A new member of the team
We are all delighted that Chris Davies has this month been appointed to
the post of Seasonal Ranger. Chris and Timmy have been working on the
park for several years, sometimes paid but usually as a volunteer. His energy and commitment to the park has been long recognised and very
much appreciated. He has already led den building activities and will no
doubt have a great input into educational visits.
Chris has been fully trained and is now very proficient with a chainsaw.
He has also received training and experience with the digger and dumpers
we occasionally use. An official welcome to the team!

The ‘Linger by the Lake’ event was launched on the 2nd of this month and
we enjoyed a buzzing atmosphere, though as yet, the target audience
were thin on the ground. Early days!

Wildflowers Galore
Thanks to Sam Faulks who
came back to harrow the G4
ploughed area ready for
seeding.
Jean & Margaret wanted to
hand seed the cornfield mix.
It took a while but a job well
done.
Fingers crossed for a good
show of flowers this summer.

Thanks to Mick Dutton who donated his time to rotovate an area for
Dorothy to create a wildflower bed that will include Sunflowers, Teasels
and summer meadow wildflowers to attract the birds, Bees and
Butterflies.

What’s on at the Park?

Sunday Teas
The Sunday Teas have been running twice a month for a while now and last
year made £5911 for the RCP; I enclose a picture of some ‘worms’ made for
the 10k Run: aren’t we lucky to have such talented bakers!!??–they didn’t
stay long!!!
This success is now in itself causing more problems for me as organiser!!
Each session now requires about 15 homemade cakes! So we need more
bakers who are happy to deliver cakes on the Saturday afternoon or Sunday
morning!? Although collection can be arranged and expenses for ingredients
can be given.
Each session needs at least 4, if not more, personnel, with the wet room at
the side of the building being used for washing up as an extension of the
minute kitchen! So we need more helpers/servers!
We have tried to open earlier to catch the trade of the early morning Junior
Park Run but this means setting up from 8.00am or after 11.00am the
Saturday before and this is where the next problem lies!! Finding someone
to lay the tables, set out the cups and empty the cupboard of tea, coffee,
drinks etc. for the third Sunday is not easy;-do you know someone who
could do this for us? - it is not difficult or heavy work – it takes about 40
minutes –just early Sunday or Saturday afternoon based?
If you could help with any of these tasks please let me know, via the office,
so that I can maintain the high standard of cakes and service that the park
and its visitors deserves.
Visitors ask why we are not open every week but it is hard enough to staff
these 2 Sundays a month, so please help if you can to keep them going as
they are at present.
Sue Jackson

A New Hedgerow
Free hedgerow plants, canes and guards were donated from the Woodland
Trust. A quality team of Friends, plus an enthusiastic and very talkative team
of volunteers from the NHS saw a day start in the mist. They were given the
challenge to plant a double hedgerow in a day!
Soon all were busy digging the outer ring of holes and then planting
Hawthorn & Blackthorn. After lunch the inner ring was soon planted up with
a mixture of native species. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard,
with good humour to achieve a hedgerow in a day that encircles the Michael
Lord Plantation. Michael’s family would also like to thank everyone for
helping to make their memorial even more special for both wildlife and
people to enjoy.
I have since rotavated a strip just inside the hedgerow and sown it with a
cornfield mix to produce a good show of wildflowers this summer.
Zoe

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
New volunteers always welcome
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Dates for your diary
FoRCP Meeting Wednesday 14th May 1-30pm RCP

Linger Dates
Wednesday 16th April
Wednesday 7th / 21st May
Wednesday 4th / 18th June
Could I remind all our friends that subs for 2014 are now due.
They are £5 as before, cheques made payable to ‘Friends of Rushcliffe
Country Park. Thank you.
In addition could you let us have your email address, it can be added to
our database and help when we want to pass on info quickly.
Why not send it to (countrypark@rushcliffe.gov.uk)
Mark it ‘Friends database’

Also some friends may prefer to receive their newsletter by
email instead of post. If so please let us know

I………………………………………………………………………….
would like to renew my membership for 2014...my email is
………………………………………………………………I prefer my newsletter
by email, by post. Please post to Rushcliffe Country Park, Mere
Way, Ruddington NG116JS

