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Jean and I were asked if we could reproduce a copy of the
Queens Award mosaic we had made for the jubilee seat, to be
displayed on the wall of the main building.
We decided to use a recycled plastic base.
Bill kindly drew out the design with French chalk for us to
follow. Gordon then expertly made a circular timber frame to
house our masterpiece.
We started by laying out the purple crown, followed by the
iridescent white background and the black beaded lettering,
which is always a fiddly job. After a lot of time and patience, we
finally finished the grouting ready for it to be mounted on the
wall. It now takes pride of place for all to admire. Kate.

Kite field
I would like to thank Matthew for making these three benches that
now reside in the kite . Their theme is kites & aeroplanes.
Better late than never Paddy!!

Matthew also made a bench specially for Paddy with the
theme of Evening Primroses. It now resides by the side of
G4 set aside behind the lake/reed bed.

Hedge Laying
We finished the section (mentioned in the last newsletter) of park
boundary hedge from the stile near the kite field to the corner of Asher
Lane. There is now only a very short stretch of boundary hedge that has
not been laid since the park was formed and this will be done in the next
season which starts in Autumn.
Since the report in the last newsletter we have laid the ancient hedge on
the North side of the old lane adjacent to the mill field and at the time
of writing only the binding and some tidying up are still to be done.
I would like to add a personal note about the old hedge. I certainly found
this hedge very challenging. Most of it required the use of a felling axe
rather than just a billhook. I also found the work satisfying when it went
well and frustrating when it didn't. This was the first mature hedge that
the friends have laid and we had a smaller group than usual doing the
plashing. I am very grateful to John R for his instruction by example, to
Mick for his help removing large pieces of unwanted wood with a chainsaw and supplying us with a supply of stakes, and also the many friends
who willingly moved huge amounts of brash. Without their help we
would not have finished the job by the end of March deadline.
J Youngs
28th March 2013.

AGM 2013
This is the 6th AGM when I have had the honour and pleasure of being the
Chairperson of the Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park and speaking to you in this
capacity. What a tremendous year it has been, we have had two official visits and
won two awards which is all down to you the people who are sitting in this room,
along with a few absentees.

We now have over 30 Friends who come to the Park on a regular basis and who
have worked 5760 hours during the year or 110 hours per week. A considerable
achievement. Each year we increase our membership and have so many skilled
people amongst us ready to share their talents. Although I am, of course, biased,
the Park looks tremendous from the hard work that has gone into it during the last
twelve months and it is very encouraging to hear members of the public congratulating us on our achievements.
You all know the jobs that have been undertaken but I will remind you of just a
few. This year the sensory trail has been improved considerably and we have a
beautiful new butterfly and flower which is educational as well as looking good.
We have many new carved benches and the fruit orchard is now taking shape and
hopefully won’t be too long before it bares fruit!! We have very smart new notice
boards, the popular treasure trail and during December we had the reindeer
trail. One of the favourite tasks every year is hedge preparation and the hedge
laying. I am sorry Zoe you do not have friends in Royal places as I am an avid
watcher of Countryfile. Did you see last Sunday when Prince Charles said how
much he enjoyed hedge laying and it showed him working on a hedge. I am sure
every friend who saw it actually saw the Prince working with a bill hook but with a
glove on. He didn’t have Zoe show him how to do it!!

Gordon and John Randall
ran a very interesting tool
workshop. Here you can see
the Friends learning about
tempered edges and the
care needed to create a
good sharp edge on our
tools.

Then we have the ladies who keep the gardens around the building looking really
good, and the production of the Friends Newsletter.
There is tool repair and sharpening, willow structures to be kept under control,
wood chipping to be laid and this year, wood was sorted for logs and kindling. We
had great fun installing a new pond liner in Gibbies which was accomplished in one
day. The Labyrinth was finally completed and we had the official opening and the
first award of the year from the Local Improvement Scheme.
We all made sure that the Park was looking as pristine as can be for the Green Flag
judging and I know we are mentioned in dispatches as a hard working, creative
team.
Selling teas and home made cakes goes from strength to strength and we are now
competing with M & S!
It was very interesting reading the Volunteer Work Report sheets which are completed every time work is undertaken by the Friends and I apologise for any thing I
have missed but there is so much that has been done.
Everyone knows that 2012 was the year of the London Olympics and the Queens
Jubilee. Nearly everyone knows it was also the FORCP special year being awarded
the Queens Award for Voluntary Service. This was a great honour and was presented by Sir John Peace at a lovely ceremony in the school room attended by many
dignitaries. To mark this very special occasion Jean and Kate have worked on a
beautiful special plaque and were assisted by Gordon and John Randall,
We have had our usual two enjoyable trips to Wytham Woods where we are made
most welcome and usually have a challenging task to complete. This time it was installing a deer gate, we all learned a great deal in the assembly, but it isn’t something you put in the average garden so the newly learnt skills will not be used too
often!! Thanks very much Zoe for introducing us to your friend.

I don’t like mentioning individuals as we are a team, but one
person stands out as being exceptional in his creativity and that of
course is Roger. Well done for all you have accomplished in the
last 12 months.
Then there is Jean who looks after the books and tells us how
much money we have available to spend and Sue who shuffles
paper around and comes up with an Agenda or minutes and is also
in charge of teas. A big thank you to both these ladies who work
quietly behind the scenes and keep us on the straight and narrow.
As Chairperson I would like to thank you all for the contribution
you have made to our group of well motivated, skilled and very
friendly “Friends” who have so much to offer Rushcliffe Country
Park. It is a pleasure working with Keith and the other Rangers
and I would like to thank them for their help and guidance. We all
work well together and long may it continue.
Thank you. Dorothy.
2013 Report on Sunday Teas by Sue Jackson for AGM
‘Sunday Teas’ have been running twice monthly since last
February and are proving very popular. It is impossible for 2
people to manage on their own any more so we are needing four
each time, and of course, more cakes! Both are becoming more
of a problem.
At the 10km Run on March 3rd ,the weather was kind this year,
we did very well thanks to all the helpers; we took £271 on the
hill, £269 from the room and then the afternoon shift took a further £118. The Heinz soup was provided and takings were £71 +
15 vouchers which will be shared 50/50%.
The total of working hours for that day was 59!
Teressa Paine has offered and begun to do simple craft activities
with the children, which is proving popular.
I am very grateful to ALL the working Friends who also work indoors and to Angela for sharing the load. Last year we catered
for some extra events but I am unable to do this again, so any
group wanting refreshments will have to use the 1st or 3rd Sundays. Sue J

From the Rangers..
“Why have you cut all the trees down?”
Well, at the entrance we were getting anti social behaviour at nights plus the
associated litter & culminating in a burnt out car . We had already decided to
coppice the willows up to our gateway, so we asked Notts County Council if we
could also coppice their side. They gave us the go ahead, and it has been done. It
may look a bit stark to some, but it will all grow back, and the willow & dogwood
rods will be coppiced in future years for weaving & binding. The willows at the
end of the car park were coppiced for health & safety as they had become
cracked. They will also grow back and be used as a future source of binders. The
Sea Buckthorn hedge by the lake had grown to an unmanageable size & considered
a risk to people if branches were to break. This has also been coppiced. We have
in fact done less felling than last year, it just looks more visible—roll on the spring
when every thing will green up again!
Mentioned in dispatches are all the volunteers who have worked throughout the
winter in all weathers, coppicing, hedgelaying, making stakes & binders, fencing
and footpathing and so much more...
Luckily this year we had a window of dry weather to prepare the paths for the
annual 10K run & even better it stayed dry on the day!
‘Thanks to you and the team for support in making the 10k such a great
success. Record numbers in the fun run and main race full.
Well done for the presentation of the park yesterday it looked amazing. I also
heard a number of people comment about how great it was looking.’
Craig Taylor
Rushcliffe Country Park staff: ‘Just to say that Rushcliffe Country Park looked
amazing on Sunday. The 10k was a great event and I know that a lot of staff put in
lots of effort in filling holes and making the park look great.’ Derek Hayden
Rushcliffe Country Park and Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park:’ I would like to
thank you all for the tremendous work you do at Rushcliffe Park - we never fail to
remind ourselves how lucky we are to have such a wonderful facility on our doorstep whenever we visit the park - we live at Bradmore. There's always something
new to see or do and visitors that we take to the park are extremely jealous
(especially those who are grandparents!). Many thanks.’ Pam Garner

Well Done every one and Thank You

Unsung Heroes
In the second instalment of Unsung Heroes we would like to highlight the
work of our stalwart octogenarian Friend Paddy, whom we are looking
forward to seeing again soon when, in her words, she is fit enough to
pedal her bicycle around.
With her love of the outdoors and the natural world, Paddy brings much
skill and enthusiasm to the park. An excellent teacher and avid proponent
of, “if a job is worth doing, it is worth doing well”, she certainly does,
wholeheartedly.
The photos below speak
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Always ready to Help and instruct the young … and the not quite so young.

But most importantly her favourite task of the year!

Never one to worry about getting a bit o water
in the old Wellies Wot!!

Paddy, with her wry sense of humour, expertise and obvious enjoyment in all
we do, is an inspiring and very much valued mem-

lovely?
Now doesn’t that look
A real pleasure to know and work with.
Janet & Jenny

A feathered friend gets stuck
Friends may be interested to
know about an unusual
event on the park.
Someone reported a bird
stuck in the periscope, Mike
and Janet established that it
was well and truly stuck.
Zoe contacted me because
having built the structure I
was best placed to open it
up. I came over to the park
and took the viewing cover
off to reveal a very cold
Tawny owl. On release from
the periscope it was clearly
too weak to fly off, so we
took it into the office.
Zoe phoned Clive who is an
owl expert, and he agreed
to take charge of it. I took
the bird over to his house.
He examined it and established that it was not injured. He kept it
and over the next few weeks fed it raw chicken and glucose drink.
It’s health quickly improved and Clive kept it with his pet Barn owl.
The plan was to release it on the park when the weather improved
but unfortunately it escaped whilst being fed. It has now been named
Hoooudini!!!! Maybe it was so keen to get home, but left without a
thank you!
Roger
Wildlife Update
Since December two new species have been identified. Juniper, a tree
introduced last year and not added to the lists and Perch, introduced to
the lake on the first day of March. On the 23rd of January Deer tracks
were seen in the snow alongside hedge H10 at Asher Lane whilst we
were hedgelaying. From the size they were thought to be Roe Deer, and
on the 28th of February, a much warmer day, the first butterfly of the
year, a Peacock was seen flying near P10.

A new addition to the Sensory trail
The floor keyboard in the sensory trail
area was proving very unreliable and
costing a lot of time in repair so I
decided to scrap it.
Taking its place is a musical instrument
known as a hit pipe.
The design came from research on the
web and it used lengths of plastic
drainage pipe. Each of the 8 pipes has a
u bend to create the correct note and
the ends are finished with tea strainers
to keep out leaves. The notes are made
by striking the pipe ends with two
plastic paddles. A cover is needed to
keep out rainwater. Try it out and make
a tune!
Beside the hit pipe there are two
pipes and a sign that encourages
visitors to tip them and listen to the
sounds made. One has a large
marble inside and the other contains
pasta. They create interesting and
very different sounds.
Roger
On the 2nd March, Chiffchaffs, summer
visitors, but now overwintering in considerable numbers, were heard singing
near the reed bed(1) an P25/P26 (2) in
the early warmth. Also on the 2nd an
oystercatcher was seen on the lake
edge. This bird stayed until the 5th and
the 2nd Peacock plus a male Brimstone
were seen flying across the car park.
Lastly a Stoat was seen in the car park
by Kate on the 13th March. This animal
was seen to emerge from a hole with a
mouse in its jaws.
Mike

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
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Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 1st May 2013—FoRCP Meeting 1-30pm RCP
Wytham Residential— Tues 7th—Fri 10th May 2013
Next Years AGM
Wednesday 12th March 2014 1-30pm RCP

SUBSCRIPTIONS
I/ We ………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Wish to renew our membership of the ‘Friends of Rushcliffe‘
Cash or Cheque…£ …………………..is enclosed.
Please note the minimum subscription is £5..(or more)
Cheques should be made payable to
‘Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park’
Address
Phone No
Signature
Date
Please return this slip or enclose a note with these details to;
Rangers’s Office,
Rushcliffe Country Park,
Tel 0115 9215865
Mere way,
Ruddington
NG116JS

