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The Queen’s Award
Friday October 5th 2012 was a very special day for The Friends.
After receiving the news in mid May that we had been given the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service it seemed a long time to wait for
the official presentation.
All the working Friends, along with Civic dignitaries and Friends from
earlier years, who had laid the foundations for the Friends group,
gathered in the classroom.
The Lord Lieutenant, Sir John Peace, presented The Friends with a
crystal dome and a certificate signed by the Queen. Reg Adair, our local
Councillor and Friend, has promised that he will choose, and pay for,
an appropriate frame for the certificate. We are all very proud and
honoured to receive this prestigious award. The dome and certificate
will be placed in the display cabinet in the foyer.
The Mayor of Rushcliffe presented the Friends who had worked on the
park before 2011 with a pin badge, which has the Queen’s logo on it.
The presentation was followed by a celebratory lunch.
I was at the very first meeting when The Friends Group was formed in
1998 and over the last 14 years I have seen how the group has grown
and worked together to develop the Country Park to a very high
standard. We are a great team and I’m proud to be a member.
Jean

Wytham visit September2012
It was our second visit this year to Wytham Wood, the most researched area
in the world, which is owned by Oxford University. Sunday 9 th found seven
of us putting up tents in glorious sunshine. The last person to arrive started
erecting his tent and found he had some vital equipment missing. He shall
be nameless but is now known as Roger no poles!!
Fortunately Zoe sprung to the rescue with a spare 1 person tent. Certain
mobile phones were buzzing all evening to locate some poles and Jean and
Kate were able to bring the much needed equipment with them on the
Monday morning. He, who shall be nameless, was then able to erect his
magnificent mobile home, consisting of kitchen, large dining area and en
suite bedroom.
The first major task on day one was the installation of a 6ft high, 12 ft
wide metal deer gate with adjoining 6ft by 4ft pedestrian gate. The first
job was to clear the area of several years’ growth of scrub and brambles,
and then to lay a culvert for drainage. This was followed by the digging of
7 x 3ft deep holes in very heavy clay. This used up a lot of energy with
much banter between the competing hole diggers. A spirit level bubble
got a lot of blame for uneven spacing of cladding, but this was quickly
overcome and by the end of day two the task was completed to the
satisfaction of everyone, including Zoe.

Day three found us at Hill End, an outdoor educational establishment
which is well used, but finds itself short-staffed due to the present
economic climate. Three tasks were earmarked for us, one was the
barrowing and spreading of two tons of pea pebbles and road scrapings.
This was done with speed and enthusiasm which surprised the Hill End
Manager. As we had done this work so quickly we were rewarded by
helping another team who were sorting out the, very overgrown, large
willow maze. An endless, and to some, not the most favourite of jobs.
There was one lucky person who was cleaning windows in a new, impressive cement dome. She was told many times she could come and do the
Friends windows at home!! A two person team marked out a car park for
an open day the following weekend.
Day four found us coppicing a limestone meadow which was getting very
overgrown. This was pleasant work in a very sunny area. We had been
extremely fortunate with the weather during the week. It rained in the
night and once, for ten minutes, when we were in the local hostelry.
The week was excellent, five nights under canvas, two self-catering meals
and meals at three different pubs, followed by Roger no-poles cooking
delicious pancakes on the log fire. We await to see what delicacy there will
be on the next visit.
As you can understand we are all looking forward to our annual May visit.
There is room for more tents on the Sawmill site, but don’t forget your
poles.
Many thanks to Zoe for having friends in nice places, we all appreciate
your help and guidance.
Many thanks are also due to Nigel, Kevin and Nick, the management and
workforce at the woods. They never fail to make us welcome and show
great patience when the odd error is made. Thanks for letting us play in
your wood! Dorothy

Pirate Treasure Hunt Project
The treasure trail was originally requested by
Keith. I was very keen to help and developed
a pirate themed hunt. Pirates are part of
7 year old National Curriculum studies in
language, technology and drama. It seemed
very suitable.
My initial ideas were introduced to about a dozen regular friends and with
their valuable feed-back I pitched to the rangers and in particular to Keith
who came up with further considerations.
He was keen to get things going and offered to pay for the posts and wood
for the signs. My detailed costing came up with a figure of 73p per pack,
selling at £1.50 would give us a clear profit of 77p per pack.
Families would purchase a pack and be free to follow the hunt without
the need for further assistance.
This project was launched in July and has proved to be an enormous
success. So far over 220 packs have been sold and feedback from families
has been amazing. One family took six young children around the trail and
enjoyed it so much, they came back the next week and did it all over
again! Families have said how much they have enjoyed the way the trail
takes them to places in the park they have never visited before. Some
have returned to the office to pass on their thanks and appreciation of this
activity.
Schools are to be charged just £1 per child, giving still a profit of 27p
each for a 45 minute adventure. The design of this activity would allow
an entire class to engage all at one time. Children need to work as a
team and to understand and apply the instructions they read. I have also
produced quite extensive guidance notes to help teachers manage this
activity.
During the July 4th meeting, Keith agreed to cover all material costs on
the understanding that all profits came straight to Rushcliffe Park.
The Friends’ involvement would be in the collating of the packs. Thanks
to the Friends who have already helped install the posts and a further
crowd who have glued labels and filled the envelopes, thank you, it is
already a great team effort.
Roger

The model of the park gets an upgrade
The model was built over 5 years ago and has
proved very useful to our visitors. The wooden
base however had become rotten and so it was
decided to renew it. Zoe also came up with the
great idea of using some old bike rack frames, they
Old base to the model
have proved to be an ideal solution.
The first job was to dismantle the top which was
concrete and fibreglass. After cutting and carefully
sliding the top onto a temporary board the log base
was removed– totally rotten! The painted steel frames were cut to
different lengths to allow the model to slope upwards and show better
detail. They were then concreted in position. The model top went on a
shaped plywood sheet and was edged with hardwood salvaged from an
upgraded park bench, then treated with decking oil. The model was also
sealed with clear silicon and then all the cracks covered with fibreglass.
All the numbers which indicate the location of the park features have
been renewed by fibreglass on pennies!
Hope you approve. Roger

The 2013 Calendar is now on sale priced £4.50. All the super images are
from the park. Get yours while they’re warm!
During December a picture matching activity for young children is to be
launched for Christmas. This poster tells you all you need to know.

The Tree Trail has been improved!
The old posts on the tree trail
were looking tired so it was
decided that the Friends would
carve new leaf signs.
Everyone did a splendid job and
showed their considerable skills.
I planed a flat on the front of
each log, routed and painted the
numbers and bolted the tops to
the legs Zoe had prepared.
Thanks to the Friends who then
dug all 30 holes and concreted
the posts with the newly printed
ID signs that you see in the
photos.
They are such an improvement
on what we had before.
Well done! Roger

A further upgrade has been carried out on our 10 year bench .
Jenny, Bridget, Janine, Paul,
Jill and myself worked on the
bench. It was sanded with the
angle grinder and the belt
sander to clear the surface
and then given two coats of
decking oil. Thanks to all
concerned.
I have also treated the swan
seat and the frog.
Now looking good.
Roger

Brownies enjoy the mushrooms

Last month I brought my Brownie pack to the park and they
had great fun on the mushrooms. They studied some of the
suggested games on offer, tried several and invented plenty
of their own.
Janine

The hungry caterpillar changes into a butterfly!
Another new addition on the park is the giant
butterfly.
It is to be found by the main picnic bench area
and tries to offer children an activity which
helps them learn about the names and appearances of the 30 most common British butterflies.
It does this in the form of a memory game called
‘Pairs’. Children turn the picture doors away and
try to find pairs of matching butterflies, (see
left)
Come and try it
and test your
memory!

It was made from 18mm exterior
plywood and each door was cut out with
a hole cutter. The doors were hinged in
the middle using nails and the butterfly
pictures printed on vinyl were stuck on
one side and sealed with pva glue.
Roger

Benches galore!
These are the first carved benches produced by the Friends from the
sycamore trees felled at Millfield.

A commissioned bench at the top of Fowemer hill, Matthew’s second
bench in the tree trail area and a bench in progress to remember Ranger
Holly.

Jean’s Goldfinch Bench Installed by the Seasonal Pond
May I thank everyone for making it such a successful
year. We have achieved so much and the reputation
of the park continues to grow from strength to
strength. I would like to wish all the Friends a very
merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Dorothy

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
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On behalf of the staff, I would also like to add my congratulations to the
Friends for receiving The Queen’s Award, richly deserved.
As well as the many projects carried out - Day in Day out members of the
Friend’s work tirelessly to keep the park at it’s highest standard for all to
enjoy. The Friends are a great team and make the park a special place.
I would like to mention in dispatches and give special thanks to the
following: Jean and Paddy for their endless efforts, weaving the willow
sculptures. To Jill for her regular upkeep and improvements to the very
popular Sensory Trail. To Paul for the many hours he’s spent preparing the
logs for woodcarving and benches and many other jobs around the park.
To John Youngs for taking on the challenge of creating the new
Orchard and leading the digging teams. To Dot for supplying and transporting the manure - good job she has no sense of smell!! To Bill for
tackling and succeeding in the creation of an area for fruit bushes.
To Roger for his continued commitment in helping to make the park
a wonderful visitor experience.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Zoe, Keith, Mick & Heather.

Dates
FoRCP Meeting
Wednesday 7th November

