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The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
The MBE For Volunteer Groups

In the summer 2011, unbeknown to the Friends, Keith nominated us for
The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. Just before Christmas that year,
saw the first visit by a judge, Professor Jenny Saint. She was a very
friendly, likeable lady and easy to chat with. After having a talk in the
office with Keith and myself we then went to join the group who were
hedge laying. There was the usual banter, as we arrived just as tea and
biscuits were being served. Professor Saint chatted with the group asking
what they were doing and showing a lot of interest in their work. After
some while we walked back to the classroom discussing the Friends’ role
at the Country Park. She asked lots of questions and appeared to be very
impressed with our involvement with the park. After talking for a further
hour in the office with Keith and myself she left, leaving us wondering
how it had all gone.
Fast forward to 29th March when I received an email saying the local
assessments/visits had been made by the Lord Lieutenant in our county
and the nomination had been further assessed by a national committee.
They were pleased to tell us that our group was on a final shortlist and
would be notified of the outcome by mid May prior to an official
announcement on 2nd June. This had to be kept quiet as early publicity
would disqualify us.
However, we were given a provisional invite by Buckingham Palace for 4
representatives from the group’s volunteers to this year’s Garden Party
events, which were to take place at Buckingham Palace on 22 and 29 May.
Four people, Jean, Margaret, Kate and Martyn duly signed up, dusted
their hats, but were disappointed not to receive an invitation. However,
we understand that the group will be able to apply for next year’s event.
I received a further email on the 9th May which said, “ Congratulations, I
can now tell you that you are officially a recipient of The Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service 2012“. Again, this news was not for public broadcast
until after 2nd June. Again it was difficult to keep the secret but we
managed it. On the 2nd June our Award was announced in the London
Gazette.

We have since been contacted by the Lord Lieutenant’s department to
arrange the official presentation of the crystal and the certificate,
signed by Her Majesty. This looks likely to go ahead in early October
when the Lord Lieutenant and other Civic dignitaries will attend at
Rushcliffe Country Park.
We are, of course, absolutely thrilled and honoured to receive this
award and it will take pride of place in the cabinet. 2012 is especially a
good year to receive this with it being the Queen’s 60th Jubilee Year
and the London Olympics.
Well done everyone, another great team effort which is a just reward
for all of your endeavours.
Dorothy

Wytham Woods May 2012
It was the May Day Bank Holiday which meant that it was time for our
early summer trip to Wytham Woods for camping, arboriculture,
fencing and generalised fun .
Twelve of us spent a rainy 3 days with Nigel, Kevin and Nick in the
woods.
Nine of us camped overnight and 3 stayed dry in the local pub.
We welcomed back Mary from the deep south and the Queen
Elizabeth Park in Hampshire.
To start with we replaced a gate across the road and it’s associated
kissing gate over 2 days. The large equipment to take posts out was
amazing but we still had to dig the holes for the new posts by hand.
Beneath the small stones and mud was a layer of chalk rock and
beneath this, clay which was very clarty and stuck to everything once
it caught the rain. We’re also not used to holes trying to fill up with
water once they’ve been dug.
However by the end of the second day the job was completed
including the new kissing gate built by Roger and Pete. I hope that it
will be sound for the next 23 years.
Storm drains were found and cleared (and seen to work the next day
after even more rain) a stile was discovered, cleared and renovated,
labels put on identification posts in the wood and a fallen tree
removed from over a fence.
On the 3rd day some of us repaired the fence and others cleared the
scrub around a weather station in a big field. Then we all got together
to put a fence around the weather station. A big machine put in all
the posts for us which was bliss then we fixed them all in firmly and
fenced off the area. (One day I’m going to hit a staple in in 3 hits,
now there’s an ambition!) A lot of this was done in the rain but by
then we were used to it and it was like water off a duck’s back
(literally).

The morning we left was dry so luckily tents were easy to put
away.
We had a great time together eating, drinking, working, talking,
laughing, getting wet, getting dry, cooking toast over a campfire
and we’re all looking forward to our late summer trip back to
Wytham in September.
Come and join us – tenting or B & B ing
Many thanks to Zoe for organising the whole trip and of course to
Nigel, Kevin and Nick for letting us play on their site!
Janine

Upgrade of Ladybird Trail
This June the ladybird trail has received a spring upgrade.
All the ladybirds have been repainted! Thought you might
enjoy some fresh images of this popular trail.
Roger

Wildlife Update
Visitors to the park have shown great interest in our new generation of
cygnets, 8 little ones growing fast. They hatched on 17th of May from
their nest which was positioned very close to the fencing surrounding
the lake and not a suitable site. Fingers crossed they all survive.
During March, I bought pheromone lures to attract two species of moth
first seen on the park during 2011. Since then the weather has been so
appalling that they have not been used. However, despite the weather,
10 new species have been identified since the beginning of April, the
largest and most noticeable being Whooper Swan. This bird apparently
turned up late on 4th of May and was spotted hiding in the reeds near to
the Mute Swan nest on the 5th after having been badly beaten up by our
resident male. It was taken to the RSPCA to recover.
Other additions to the lists include Leopard Slug, Lob Worm, Smooth
Snail, Spotted Mosquito, and Cork Moth, all found during Mini-beast hunts
by organised school parties. The other 4 species were all moths, the
most impressive being Nemophora degeerella, a Longhorn moth, the
male of which is basically yellow and blackish with antennae 3 times as
long as it’s body. Even some of the children were impressed.
Butterflies have been in seriously short supply (also due to the weather)
with very few records since April. The low numbers this year will have a
knock-on effect for next year if this population cannot breed. Hopefully
the weather will improve, if not …
Mike.

The Periscope Project
This month has seen the completion of a periscope in the
sensory area. An old drainage pipe found in the woodland was
given a new lease of life. Mirrors were fixed inside and
openings cut. The whole thing was fitted using a bearing from
an old office chair and a further bearing above made using
another piece of salvaged pipe. A three legged frame then
supported this structure. A donated pair of binoculars were
fixed to enlarge the image, but days after installation, were
stolen! Such are the trials! Anyway it still performs very well
as it is and is receiving plenty of use. The viewing hole was
made at a height for young kids, I was pleased to see that
wheelchair users have also become involved.

Local Improvement Award Scheme
Tuesday 15th May saw Sue, Jenny and myself go to the showground at Newark for the Local Improvement Scheme Award
which John Randall was unable to collect himself.
This was an award which John won through getting funding
from the above scheme for the Labyrinth. They spoke very
highly of him and said what a brilliant job he and the large team
of helpers had done. They showed a video of John at the
Labyrinth and to much applause by the 200+ audience we were
presented with the award.
We then had a splendid lunch followed with a trip around the air
museum.
A very interesting and enjoyable day.
Dorothy

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
Registered Charity No 1079665

Dates
Teas: July 8th(Rush for Health);15th;
August 5th, 19th
September 2nd,16th,
Oct 7th,21st etc,
Wytham Visit September10-14th
Mammal Trapping 9,10,11th July

Friends of the Rushcliffe Country Park Membership form
I/We (name):
.........................................................................................
wish to renew our membership of the “Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park”
and a cheque for £................. is enclosed.
Please note that the minimum subscription is £5.00 per person, to be renewed
each April
Cheques should be made payable to “Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park”
Address:
Phone No: ....................................................
Signature(s):
Date: ..............................
Please return this slip with a cheque to the:
Rangers’ Office,
Rushcliffe Country Park,
Tel
Mere Way,
Ruddington,

0115 9215865

