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A very hungry caterpillar has arrived on the park and made
itself at home in the willow area near the frog. Children have
been seen clambering inside the body searching for a strange
selection of foods, most appear to have found their way out again.

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Most children will have read the
book by Eric Carle and will
hopefully enjoy discovering the
caterpillar play sculpture.
The project started with an
image out of the book and the
making of a small paper model.
Next the image was projected onto
card full size, cut out and used as a
template to transfer the shapes
onto 20mm exterior plywood. This
was then cut out with a jigsaw and
the pieces joined using battens and
plenty of screws
The words of the last page of the
story were then burnt on the
inner wall. The friends enjoyed a day
carving and painting ten of the
strange foods that the caterpillar eats
and these were fastened inside the
‘tummy’ as footholds. The feelers are
springs from the old garage door and
the nose is a recycled plastic cap.

This sign also advertises the free
colouring sheets available in the
foyer

Bill has been busy carving and
painting a tactile display about leaf
shapes for the sensory trail. It looks
great, well done.

The Santa Dash

Gordon tries out his new
low carbon off-roader.

From the Cystic Fibrosis Trust
Thank you to all who helped to
make our Santa Run on the 27th
of November a great success. The
event went well and we hope to
have raised over £1,500 for Cystic
Fibrosis.

The New Mushroom Ring
Beside the lake the friends have worked hard to install a new
attraction. The mushrooms are to encourage children to play
circle games. Nigel, Kev and Nic from Wytham very kindly came
up to visit bringing all the timber for this project.
Zoe and I set about shaping the logs, first with the chainsaw and
then with the power plane and disc sander. The mushrooms were
then taken home and I started to decorate animals on each using
a pyrography pen. Numbers were also routed in and painted
black.

The friends then set about installing the mushrooms in the
chosen glade. I had attached a stalk to each mushroom using
heavy steel straps and these were concreted into 18inch
holes. The mushrooms are set out in a clock face.

Behind the mushrooms we have mounted two signs, one giving
questions to answer about the wildlife on the mushrooms and
the other gives children a wide selection of circle games to
choose from.

Teas report for January 2012
The First Teas have been very popular and continue to
yield a good income for us. We are very grateful to all who
help in this venture - making cakes, serving and in some
cases doing both, and also those who help with the flowers,
holly, table decorations, designing the posters and menus
etc. and also to Dorothy who is a continual source of cakes
and servers and muscle power to put up the tables!
By popular demand we are opening more often from
February – 1st and 3rd Sundays with Angela Rymell taking
responsibility for the 3rd Sunday.
One afternoon a new customer demanded to know‘Why don’t you open every week?’- the simple answer is
‘cakes’!-home made cakes are hard to get a hold of! She did
volunteer to serve and bring a cake but we DO NEED MORE!
If you know of anyone who could/would make some cake/s,
please let one of us know. We are happy to pay expenses.
In November we experimented with selling toasted
teacakes and butter! which has proved very popular, so
we have added them to the menu!
We have invested in an under counter freezer which is
in the workshop garage, to store cakes, and also a larger
toaster for the teacakes!
Sue Jackson

The first Friends calendar
has been on sale since
November and at £4 sold
well. We have printed 40
copies and all have now
sold. If anyone would still
like a copy, contact us and
we can print them off to
order.

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.

Wildlife Update
Since the beginning of the year 49 new species have been identified and added to the
relevant lists.
One of these species is remarkable in that it is a bacterium of the Actinomycete
family and comes together in the hundreds of thousands each autumn in order to, in
effect, exchange genes.
When this is completed the bacteria slowly dry out and blow away on the wind and
disperse – until next year.
Of the species found during the year Moths were by far the largest contributor with 35
new ones identified. This year was only different in that most new ones were found in
grasslands by netting rather than during organised trapping or attracted to the lights of
the Education Centre. They were also mainly micro species of which we knew very
little until a new guide was published and made identification somewhat easier.
Three species of Wild Flowers were also found. Greater Celandine, (which looks
nothing like the common Lesser Celandine), a medium- height yellow Poppy- shaped
flower, was seen in the Community Garden, Nettle-leaved Speedwell was found on the
bank in the Bee Garden by Jean and Margaret and finally Lady’s Mantle, just one plant,
was seen on the mown edge of the main path in Gibbies Wood.
Finally, an apology. The actual total of new species found was really 50, but a
duplication of an earlier record due to recorder incompetence (me) was found and
removed, so the net amount stands at 49. The years’ totals are as follows.
Moths
35
Spiders
1
Wildflowers 3
Terrest. Inverts. 1
Insects
7(-1)
Bacteria
1
Fungi
2
TOTAL 2011
49
Overall total of recorded species
1402
MIKE.

Dates
Meetings on Wed 11th Jan FORCP
Committee Meeting
1.30 RCP
Wed 18th Jan FORCP Meeting
10.30 am RCP

We would like to thank
everyone for working so hard
this year and wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year
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