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Giant Tree Frog Faces Fans
The frog has arrived beside the lake and
already attracted plenty of attention.
The willow area where it sits has
become a popular place for youth
groups and family picnics.

The Frog Sculpture
I started the project by modelling a frog in clay, the legs were removed and
the body sliced up with a wire. Each of the nine slices were photographed and
these images were then projected to three times their size using the
projector in the classroom. The images that fell on sheets of cardboard, were
drawn around and cut out.

Using 3 inch square timber, I then began building one slice at a time on
each template. Each slice was glued and screwed to the one before.

The body was then carved with various power
tools. The legs were made from two sizes of
fence post. The toes were turned on the
Friends lathe. Then the whole sculpture was
taken to International Timber to be
pressure treated to a pleasant green-brown
colour. Many thanks to John L and Paul for
their help in installing the frog in the willow
glade. Roger

The Honey Pot
The honey season is here at last and the work in feeding over the winter has
resulted in a very healthy colony of bees from which we have now managed to
find a new queen to set up a second hive.
The bees have been very busy because of the early, dry and warm spring
collecting pollen and nectar. This means we have been able to extract our first
honey from a large number of frames.
We have managed to produce 31lb jars of honey which was sold within 10 days.
The next batch of honey should be ready for sale shortly.

Wytham - May 2011
The first week of May 2011 saw Zoe and friends camping in the sawmill yard on the
edge of Wytham woods. We were very lucky with the weather; it was glorious for
the time of year.
Wytham woods, Site of Special Scientific Interest, cover some 415 hectares within
the Wytham estate and were given to The University of Oxford in 1943 by Raymond
Ffennell with the stipulation that they should be preserved in their state of natural
beauty and be used by appropriate students for research.
Getting the tent pegs into the limestone ground was a novel experience for the
uninitiated. We put them in at a few degrees off horizontal and hoped for the best.
Zoe however, with prior knowledge, cracked it this time by bringing granite rock
pegs and a lump hammer.
The camp fire was made into a permanent feature for the future by Roger and
Peter, with sturdy concrete surrounds and the picture was completed with toasted
marshmallows.
The first couple of nights were somewhat chilly with a frost to greet us in the
morning and various tales of what extra clothes people had to put on to keep warm
in their sleeping bags. Janine certainly kept warm in her fetching fleecy all-in-one
and those of you not present on the camp may wish to ask Roger about his unusual
form of night time head gear……

The woods are well known for their high population of Badgers, which, I believe is
the highest density per area in the world (they apparently enjoy the security of a
limestone roof over their heads). This year, several hours of quiet, patient, dusk
vigils near local setts were rewarded with a 100% success rate in spotting
them – congratulations Kate, at last!
It was a real pleasure seeing the badgers in their natural state, grooming, sitting
back on their ample behinds scratching their tummies and searching around in the
undergrowth for food.
It was a sight Colin and I felt very privileged to see (our first time too), thanks to
our excellent guides Peter and Dorothy.
Our first daytime task, having been conveyed to the site happily bouncing around
on straw bales in the back of the rangers’ trucks, was to remove approximately
200metres of old wire fencing and posts.
Over the course of the week we gradually replaced it with a new post, wire and
netting fence and a gate. Most of the posts (apart from the gate posts) were driven
into the ground by Kevin (Wytham wood Ranger) and Roger using the post rammer
on the tractor. The netting was placed at a height such that badgers could get
underneath it (not suitable for containing lambs) and by our last morning the field
was being grazed by sheep.
A deer gate was also installed at another point in the field and running repairs
performed on a stretch of fencing that contractors had previously put in.
Ancient tree condition surveying was carried out throughout the week following
instruction from Nigel (Conservator and host).

The ancient Oak and Beech trees had already been mapped by a study group and
our volunteers systematically viewed each one for condition, noting fissures and
holes, canopy condition, presence of fungi, loss of branches/dead wood on the
ground etc. Trees that had been missed by the previous group were also mapped
and numbered.
Ancient trees are full of nooks, crannies and rotting wood that provide perfect
conditions for a wealth of bird, plant, insect, and animal and fungi species,
including many important rare species.
The surveying provides the woodland management team with detailed information
about all their ancient trees and allows them to act accordingly to maintain these
important habitats.
Wednesday morning saw Dorothy, Helen, Jill, John, Sara and myself rise just prior
to dawn to meet up with Nick (Wytham wood ranger), who took us quietly into the
woods to look for deer.
We heard our first Cuckoo of the year, the tapping of Woodpeckers in the trees
and the barking of Muntjac deer, with one or two fleeting glimpses of a fawn lying
in the undergrowth in the distance and a disappearing Roe deer.
It was a beautiful morning and thanks to Nick and his knowledge, a superb walk. It
inspired me to take off into the woods on my own the following two mornings
before breakfast, where I spotted both Roe and the elusive Fallow – awesome, not
to mention the young Roe that leapt over the fencing into the campsite early
Tuesday morning and made a sharp exit when I tried to attract Zoe’s attention.
Jean, Kate and Mary were lucky enough to have a group of deer walk across the
track as they were driving through the woods to the campsite from their
accommodation one morning.

We were taken up to the ‘Swiss cottage’ one morning, shown round the back to a
large metal charcoal burner and instructed on the method and theory behind
creating charcoal from wood.
A small group of friends stayed and helped the first time operator Steve to load
the burner appropriately and get it started. The cost of wood to fill the burner
would be about £400, so I do hope it worked, but the burning process did not
finish until Saturday, so none of us saw the end result.
All-in-all a fantastic week, great company and surroundings.
Many thanks to Nigel, Kevin and Nick for all their guidance and hospitality
(the pub meal was lovely) and to Zoe for arranging the stay.
Janet.
N.B. We have heard from Nigel that the charcoal burning was 100% successful.

Email from Nigel
Another great week in Wytham. Really cannot thank you enough for your time,
efforts and commitment. Thanks also, most importantly, for the home made cakes
and biscuits and your wonderful sense of humour.

Summer Woodcarving
This summer we are using up all the timber in the compound, to replace and
create a number of new benches to go around the park.
Firstly we are replacing 2 of the benches from the glades in Gibbies and the Snail
bench which sadly have rotted with time and have had to be removed.
In Gibbies we are also making a new bench to go between the caterpillar and maze
exit arch.
For the Memorial walk, Chris has cut and prepared timber to make 3 benches, one
for each remaining glade.
A new bench is being made to replace the snake bench at Bradmore. Alongside a
new bench for the side of Millfield and finally one for the Kite field.
We have had many compliments on how lovely the Park looks at the moment. The
Ladybird Trail has proved a very popular new feature, as has the frog and swan
bench. Also we are pleased with the success of the Memorial Avenue which is now
fully dedicated and the adjacent Memorial Walk, a very peaceful, natural walk
through the woodland.
Not to put a dampener on it, but please can we have some rain now!!
Well done and thank you to all that work so hard to make the park the special
place it is.
Zoe

The Labyrinth Project Update
Dear Friends
We will be building the labyrinth each day in the week starting on Monday 11
July. There will be plenty of work, not all physically demanding, so please turn up
when and if you are able. Please pass the message on to as many people as possible
as I will be on holiday from 2 to 9 July.
Provisional programme:
Monday 11 July. Survey the labyrinth site and set levels. Dig out the path
(by machine!). Check depth of excavation. At least 4 people needed.
Tuesday 12th. Dig out labyrinth. Two people to check depths. Use dumper to move
soil to earth bank. At least 4 people needed.
Wednesday 13th. Place Terram in path. Place hardcore in path, level and compact. Check levels. Fit perimeter shuttering to labyrinth. At least 6 people.
Thursday 14th. Place Terram in labyrinth. Place hardcore in labyrinth, level and
compact. At least 6 people.
Friday onwards. Any work which is not completed.
Also photographs required of the work.
Looking forward to making a start on the ground and thanks for your help so far.
Best wishes
John

Our trip to Besthorpe
On Wednesday the 29th of June we visited the Besthorpe Nature Reserve near
Collingwood, Newark. We were met by Andrew( below), who is a volunteer very
much involved in the development of the reserve. He explained how the
landscape had been left after sand and gravel extraction. Through a grant from
the National Lottery major resurfacing had taken place, and we were shown the
somewhat stark terrain. He had great vision and inspired us to visualise how in
years to come the potential for wildlife is very exciting. In a nearby part of the
reserve we witnessed a Heronry, loads of Cormorants and a cliff full of Sand
Martins.
The weather was kind to us and everyone enjoyed the day. Special thanks to Bill
for organising the outing.

Ammonite Glade
The Ammonite glade is a new addition to the park next to the Sensory Trail.
It consists of a giant ammonite sculpture topped with exterior plywood on which
the spiral design has been routed. The structure is designed for children to climb
on . There are also three benches on which numerous ammonites have been
routed and carved by the friends. Two signs let visitors know what an ammonite
fossil is and give examples of spirals found in nature. Ammonites cast in concrete
provide stepping stones on the entrance path.

Chris, Paul, St John, Graham, Martin and
John help in the installation while Sara
and Helen build a willow screen to seal off
access to the main path. Thanks to all
those who helped, a great team effort.

Swan Update
I have just received a recovery form from the British Trust for Ornithology for one
of our Mute Swans which was originally ringed as a juvenile on the 10th September
2003. Its ring number was W14702.
The bird was found dead at Attenborough Nature Reserve on 17th February 2011,
probably as a result of the severe weather.
The birds in this brood were all sponsored by various people and this one was
named ‘Angie’ by Audrey and Norman Ecob. Angie was the sister of our resident
swan Wilhelmina and bred on the lake in 2008 after Wilhelmina’s first partner was
shot and died. Angie and her partner successfully raised a brood of 7 cygnets that
season, but were chased off the lake when Wilhelmina returned with her new
partner.

Lake Wildlife Signs
We have now have two new signs around the lake to let visitors know about our
wonderful birdlife. The old signs were in terrible condition and needed an
upgrade.

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.

Wildlife Update
After a slow start to the year (the first
new species not being found until 9th
April), the number so far to 7th June is
now 26.
This total comprises 19 moths, 3 other
insects, 1 spider, 2 wildflowers and 1
fungus. The total recorded species to
date being 1379.
The mute Swans hatched their young on
16th May, but only three. This is the
smallest number since records began.
On Monday 6th June a female Greylag
Goose and 2 goslings were brought to
the park having been found wandering
on the A60 at Bradmore. The male
couldn’t be caught. The following
morning the male had joined his family
on the lake but the Mute Swans were
not too happy and were chasing the
geese. Subsequently, one of the goslings
has disappeared. The other, however,
seems to have doubled its size!
We have a good crop of Southern Marsh
Orchid growing on the northern and
north-eastern shores of the lake with 84
counted recently by John Randall and as
I was writing, Janet told me of the first
Bee Orchid in flower near to the Swan
Seat.
Mick
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Future Projects
Renew and rebuild benches
Construct the Labyrinth
Develop Sensory Trail
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
play sculpture

Notable Dates
FORCP Meetings Wed 13th July
Wed 7th Sept
Wytham Mon 12th –Fri 16th Sept

