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The Ladybird Trail is open for business!

The Ladybird Trail was launched on Wednesday 19th January
by Rushcliffe’s Mayor Cllr Marie Males. She was warmly greeted
and shown all the work carried
out by the Friends. The trail has
proved to be very popular with
all our visitors and we have
received plenty of positive
feedback. We intend to seed
much of the trail with woodland
grasses and plant loads of wild
flowers. Well done everyone!

Annual General Meeting
The Friends held their AGM on Wednesday 16th March. We all agreed that
this year has been a very successful time. Dorothy was re-elected as our
chairman and Jean as our treasurer. Both have done outstanding service
to our group. Marie has now retired as secretary and we all expressed
our gratitude for her tremendous contribution over the last decade. She
received a card and a gift voucher, Thanks Marie!

Memorial Walk nears completion
The Memorial Walk is developing well. The clearing of the path was carried out mainly by Chris
and Zoe and supported by many of the Friends.
Gates now mark the two entrances and several
benches are planned in the glades along the
path. A sign at each entrance welcomes
visitors to enjoy the walk. It is intended to be a
quiet place of contemplation and tranquillity.
The Memorial Avenue beside the walk has also
been a place of great activity. Over the winter
Zoe has planted trees along each side of the avenue, many of these have now been bought by
members of the public and small hardwood
plaques set into the ground beside them. When
they are all taken up the placing of ground
plaques will cease, it is felt that the park has
reached its limit.

Our Cafe takes the biscuit !
The cafe made £570 during the 10K
Event and each month continues to
welcome and impress our visitors.
Many thanks to Sue and all the
volunteers who have supported this
popular venture!

An upgrade for the Barleylands Bench
Visitors to the Community Garden get a very pleasant surprise to
discover the new Barleylands Bench. The old one had begun to rot
and lose its looks. Bill skilfully took the design from the old bench
and with some improvements transferred the image onto fresh
oak. Bill and Kate then began hand carving the detail and created
a masterpiece. John and Gordon have shaped the oak planks
treated it with decking oil and installed it on the original frame. It
looks outstanding and now graces the garden. Well done everyone,

Grasshopper2 springs into life

The first grasshopper was built by the Friends over four years ago and
proved very popular with visiting children.
It was made from the Poplar wood which was in abundance in Gibbies
Wood at that time following the clearance. Sadly the wood began to
rot and it was decided that for safety reasons it be replaced.
Measurements were taken from the condemned grasshopper, fresh
timber was bought, and an exact copy built. This was then taken back
to the timber yard and pressure treated with preservative to give it
an extended life. Small improvements included a metal cross bar, a
moulded eye and an extra step. We are pleased with the results and
hope it will give faithful service.

Path upgrade
Over three weeks in March the Friends and Rangers have been very busy
upgrading all the paths around the park. Pot holes develop all too quickly
over winter and we wanted the place to look at its best especially for the
10K race visitors and runners.
A JCB digger, a roller and a small dumper were all hired for this project.
Crushed stone was first placed in the worst pot holes and small drainage
channels dug. Crushed limestone top dressing was then applied, raked
and rolled. The Friends have carried out a major part of this upgrade and
have thus saved the park considerable expenditure.
The upgrade also included the removal of turf along Memorial Avenue
and its limestone top dress. This now looks very smart and is attracting
many walkers. Well done to everyone concerned!

A new Swan graces the lakeside
The Swan seat has recently been added to our collection of park sculptures,
looking out over the lake.
The design came from an image found on the internet. It was then drawn
and scaled up using the projector in the classroom.
Cardboard templates were made to over 21 separate pieces.
Zoe cut out the wood and after planing and sanding the giant jigsaw puzzle
was bolted together. The timber, as with the grasshopper was pressure
treated and assembled beside the lake.

Oversized carp netted
As part of the management of the lake it was decided to radically reduce
the number of enormous carp. They were competing for too little food
and would live better lives in a more appropriate lake.
They would also earn valuable income
for the park.

A word from our chairman
This is my 4th year in office and each year the position becomes more
enjoyable because of the varied work that is undertaken by the Friends.
As a team we grow stronger, and surprise ourselves with what we can
actually accomplish .
We certainly uphold The objectives in the Constitution: i.e.
1. To promote the conservation, protection and improvement of RCP and
2. To provide facilities for recreation and leisure time occupation with the
objective of improving the condition of life for the inhabitants of Rushcliffe
and the surrounding area.
Probably the one single big task which we have undertaken this year is the
ladybird trail. Although I am biased, I think it is spectacular. It involved a
lot of hard manual work making a path through the wood and endless hours
of skill by Roger making the ladybirds and everything which was ancillary to
it.
In total over 350 hours work was spent on this task which I know we all
enjoyed. The Mayor was very impressed when she came to open it and
when I saw her a couple of weeks later she mentioned it again. The pencils
and ladybirds will, hopefully, give children much pleasure and the ladybird
sheets will be completed eagerly.
At the time of the AGM John has still not heard about the outcome of the
Labyrinth and I know many hours have been spent by him trying to sort out
a grant. He is still confident that his aims will be achieved.

The hedgehog which is enjoyed by many is a great success with the
children and a good place to sit when there are a lot of friends wanting
tea. The mosaics have been repaired, a snakes and ladders game made
and the Help Yourself to Health leaflet continues to be distributed to
Rushcliffe Doctors and leisure centres. They are on permanent display
in our Foyer. It is difficult to establish how successful they have been,
but I know by the comments some Friends make, they have had an
impact in the community.
We are again completing a lot of hedge laying. This is a very enjoyable
and popular task as there are so many varied jobs to be done which
keeps our big team busy and working together. You have to admit the
finished results always look stunning.
We have the bee garden which has been developed this year and looks
very impressive and a great source of interest to visitors. This year we
have produced our own honey which flew off the shelves. Hopefully we
shall have more this year to sell. Sara and Helen are our resident bee
keepers and what an excellent job they do too. We also have completed
another year of selling teas, this is going from strength to strengtha big thank you to Sue and everyone involved in running the café.
We also have Bill to thank for organising visits to local nature reserves
which were very enjoyable and look forward to seeing more this year.
We have Zoe to thank for planning our visits to Wytham and Edale. We
thoroughly enjoy ourselves and always look forward to the next visit.
This year the Friends have undertaken 5179 hours, representing nearly
3 full time Rangers. This is an excellent achievement.
I must thank Jean for her hard work balancing the books and what a
good job she does keeping her finger on the pulse. Then there is Marie
who is retiring today as secretary. She has looked after the paper work
since 1999 and again has done a great job.
The working Friends who turn up week after week rain or shine and
undertake to keep the park looking fresh and lively in your own way,
we are a strong team physically and mentally!! I hope when I am an
octogenarian I can do the work and enjoy it as much as our senior
friend does.
I would also like to thank the Rangers who have provided us with
encouragement, support and advice throughout the year.

We make a good team!
Thank you. Dorothy

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.

On behalf of the staff I would like to
thank all the Friend’s for their continued hard work and commitment.
I would also like to welcome back
Gordon to the working crew - great
to see you back and hedgelaying
again - long may it continue.
Thanks everyone
Zoe

Future Projects
Giant Tree Frog Sculpture
The Very Hungry Caterpillar

Residential Dates
Wytham Tues 3rd-Fri 6th May
Edale Tues 31st May-Fri 3rd June
Wytham Mon 12th –Fri 16th Sept

Meetings.
Wednesday 11th May 1.30 RCP
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Can I remind all our Friends that subscriptions are due from April 1st 2011

£5 (or more if you are dead rich!)
Please fill in form below and return to Rangers Office, Rushcliffe Country
Park, Mere Way, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6JS
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Name………………………………………………………………..Address…………………………………………………………………..
Phone Number………………………………………………….Email Address………………………………………………………….

