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The Friends have been enjoying creating the new Ladybird Trail and hope
to open it officially with a special event, inviting the mayor and the local
media sometime in January . The trail ID sheets have been printed(30p),
novelty ladybird pencils made(50p) and a store of clipboards purchased
(to be loaned out with a £1 deposit).
32 of these
concrete
Ladybird
models have
been fixed to
paving slabs
and secured
in the
ground.

Along the trail, three glades have been
created to encourage visitors to stop and
enjoy the beauty of the place, these are
the location of 17 ladybird seats. The
children of the Wildlife Watch Group
have sponsored three of these and it is
hoped others may sponsor a seat for £20
each.

Car Park Charges
The introduction of voluntary car parking charges at the park has been very
successful.
We are on track to achieve this year’s target of £10,000, with on average 55%
of visitors paying; we have also sold 43 annual passes.
However, as we didn’t start the scheme until July, the target for next year will
be £15,000.
Government Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR)
Following the Governments CSR the Council are approaching the challenges
faced in a controlled manner and will not be making any sudden decisions.
We are unclear as yet to the level of financial support we will get from the
Government but we do know that there will be a need to make considerable
savings across the Council’s services over the next 4 years.
How will this affect Rushcliffe Country Park?
The Country Park plays an important role within the Council’s services to local
residents, and at a time when the Government is pushing for an increase in
voluntary and locally run services we believe the Friends contribution to the
running of the park plays an increasingly vital role.
Without the Friends, the appearance of the park and the opportunities for our
visitors to enjoy a variety of experiences would be severely compromised.
Your hard work is appreciated very much, not just by the park staff but at
Senior Management and Council Member level.
Where do we go from here?
Consultation workshops are taking place with the Senior Management Team,
Council Members and the Residents Panel to look at areas where savings can
be made or where income can be increased both now and in the future, at the
park we have identified around £2,500 of savings/income that can be obtained
relatively easily in the next financial year. This may not seem a lot but as they
say, every little counts.
When we get a clearer picture of the full effects of the CSR we will then
decide on our next course of action but more than ever we need to look
closely at what we spend our money on. Anything that saves money, such as
creating our own stakes and binders for hedgelaying can only be good practice.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and
hard work, and wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Keith

For Jennie

Jennie Cuthill sadly passed away in September. A regular volunteer with
us from November 2006 to January 2009 she worked on many varied
tasks on the Park including: hedgelaying, tree planting, coppicing,
revetment of the tree ID trail, making barley straw sausages, willow
weaving & coppicing, woodcarving, woodchipping Gibbies pathways, the
annual hay rake & work in the community garden.
In her memory we have planted a beech tree at the top of Fowemer Hill
Our thoughts go out to her family - husband Alistair and son Fergus.
Here are a few pictures from her time with us

Carving the dragonfly wings

Willow weaving - making the Caterpillar

Quick photo and then back to work

Celebrating FoRCP 10yrs

RUSHCLIFFE COMMUNITY AWARDS
Once again the Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park had been nominated for a Community Award.
I arrived on November 11 at the new Becket School, and what an impressive place it is.
In the reception area was a welcoming buffet which gave people chance to chat. As I
had my FoRCP uniform on, several people recognised it and said how nice the Park was
looking and what good work we all did. At this stage I must say I failed to persuade
anyone to do teas or dig holes at RCP.!!
The Chairman greeted over 200 of us and the awards were under seven
categories:
Making Communities Safer - winner Jennifer Perry
Supporting the local economy - winner Laurance Higgs
Enabling healthy lives - Harmless
Harmless is a voluntary organisation that helps people who self harm and their relatives. They give people access to counselling and advice and visit schools to help young
people who may be self-harming and make the education system
better equipped to deal with these issues. Harmless is run by people who
previously self harmed and tries to reduce the stigma attached to self-harming.
Protecting and enhancing the environment - winner Neil Pinder
Building strong communities - winner Barbara Breakwell
Supporting children and young people - winner Chris Keast
Young Person of the Year - Jonathan Bowes
Mayor’s Special Award Winner: Kinoulton Greening Campaign. The Greening
Campaign encourages residents to change their lifestyles to save energy.
49% of Kinoulton residents took part .
Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park were under the heading Enabling healthy lives and
unfortunately did not win. Well, I felt as though I was at the Oscars. A senior person
took to the stage and gave a 10 minute speech why the person in that category had
won the award and there was a large photograph of the person on a screen. I did not
have my LBD just my FoRCP uniform. I had a slight panic attack as I had not had my
photo taken, not realising at that stage it was only the winners who reached those
dizzy heights. Phew, saved again.
There were some very worthy winners but, unfortunately, we did not get an Oscar.
I was presented with a Certificate which will be proudly placed in our own Foyer for
the public to see. An enjoyable and interesting evening.
Dorothy

Friends trip to Thorswood Nature Reserve
Back in August, a group of twelve friends had a day out at Thorswood, which is near
Ashbourne, adjacent to the Peak District National Park. The site runs up from the Churnet
Valley towards the foothills of the Pennines.
We were kindly met by Michael from the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, who explained the
site to us. The Churnet Valley is an important route for migrating birds, and is now slowly
recovering from the industrial past. At one time, Leek was the centre of the local dyeing
industry, and the river regularly changed colour when the mills washed out at the end of a
production run. A large copper works at Oakamore also added to the pollution.
Unfortunately for Leek, the industry has died and the copper works all but closed, but for
the river, this is good news.
We then set off on a gently rising circular walk and soon reached the site of a number of
mining shafts. Copper and lead were the main ores extracted but, rather surprisingly, the
miners were local farmers, supplementing their income when times on the farm were
quiet. There were patches of harebells along this stretch and further up the hill. It always
surprises me that such a delicate looking plant thrives on these windswept uplands.
Then we went on, up through gorse to the highest point on the hill, and the site of a
Neolithic burial chamber. Here, confined to just a few square yards of soil, on and around
the chamber we found Autumn Gentians just coming into flower. Why just here? Someone
suggested it could be the bone meal that attracted them.........who knows?
This was followed by a visit to a rather unusual view point, the site marked by a low
circular wall, the top of which was decorated with glass plaques designed by the pupils from
the local schools, depicting some of the flora and fauna of the area. We could almost hear
the cogs rotating in Roger’s brain as he thought of similar designs for Rushcliffe.
We descended through more gorse to the lower meadow, which at this time of year had
been cut for hay, but which earlier in the year is ablaze with orchids and yellow rattle: and
so back to the start.
Michael then took a small party of the fitter members to see the lower slopes leading down
to the Churnet. “Very steep and muddy!!” was the comment.
We then enjoyed lunch before returning to Rushcliffe.
It has been suggested that next spring we return to Thorswood to see the orchids, then in
the afternoon carry on to Brown’s Quarry, another local Staffs Wildlife Reserve.
For those interested......watch this space!
Bill

Wytham-September

Having been asked to write a report on our September working holiday to Wytham
this year. I fear it is now somewhat of a pleasant but distant blur so I am relying on
these photos to tell the story of what we got up to. As you can see we did some
standing around and drinking coffee, but in the gaps we found time to build a fence
across the edge of a field. We worked with Nigel and Kevin always great company.
I loved working with a big boys’ toy; the post driver on the back of Kev’s tractor, oh
what joy! We all learnt new skills in handling fencing materials and took a pride in the
work.

The fixing of the diagonal post supports called ‘grandfathers’ was really quite
involved but once mastered became very satisfying. It was great to see Mary again
now she lives down south, and I hope she will find the time to join us next time. We
were lucky with the weather as each day we had some sunshine. The food at the
Talbot was up to scratch and we enjoyed a chat around the campfire on a couple of
nights. Roll on next May and thanks again to Zoe.
Roger

Wytham Gallery

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
New volunteers always welcome
Seasonal greetings.
I hope you all had a very Happy Christmas spending it the way you wanted.
I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy 2011 and look forward to
us having another successful year in Rushcliffe Country Park.
Best wishes

Dorothy

Wildlife Update
With the onset of winter coming relatively early and minus temperatures
for day after day Water Rail have been
in evidence with approximate numbers
of 8 to 10. As the lake has been frozen,
the birds were in danger of starving so
I have been feeding them minced
meat.
Recent records include Siskin (ca 50),
Buzzard, Brambling and Pink-footed
Goose (77).
Red Fox, Rabbit, Brown Hare, Brown
Rat and Common Shrew have been recorded from their tracks in the snow.
With all of the ducks being forced into
an ever more smaller area of water
most of the regular wintering Shoveler
have moved to other sites.
December is the month when all the
wildlife records gathered during the
year are sent to the respective local
recorders. Moths were first to be done
and were sent to Dr Sheila Wright at
Wollaton Hall. Over one hundred species were recorded but only eleven
were new to the Park - the best of
which were Privet Hawkmoth and
Chocolate Tip. The former used to be
much more common during the1960’s
and the latter seems to be spreading
locally after having been rare in Notts.
Mike.

Future Projects
Memorial Walk
Grasshopper
Launch Ladybird Trail
Swan Seat

Residential Dates
Wytham Tues 3rd-Fri 6th May
Edale Tues 31st May-Fri 3rd June
Wytham Mon 12th –Fri 16th Sept

Meetings.
Wednesday 12th Jan 1.30 RCP
AGM - Wed 16th Mar 1.30 RCP
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