April
2010
to
June
2010

Our website:
www.friends-of-rcp.co.uk
Ranger’s Office
0115 921 5865

Issue 47

Once again I am able to report that we have had another really successful year at the Park. I have to
thank all Friends for their enthusiasm and cheerfulness for the variety of tasks they undertake.
The Friends have worked a total of 5003 hours during the last twelve months, an increase of 511 hours
over the previous 12 months. This averages at just over 96 hours per week, every week and does not
take into account all work done at home by officers and the “thinking” time by our very imaginative
creators. The turnout of friends on work days averages 13 and of course people come in on other days to
undertake tasks.
This is a considerable achievement and the hours worked by the friends equates to the equivalent of
nearly 3 full time members of staff. This has contributed greatly to make Rushcliffe Country Park what it
is today. How lucky we all our to be part of such a great team, every “Friend” having something to offer,
whether it is coming up with ideas, putting them into fruition or enthusiastically using the tools of our
trade.
Another figure of interest is 27,922, that is the total number of hours completed by the Friends since
1998. Unfortunately there are three years when the hours worked were very low, that is from 01 to 04
and one can only assume the records were not kept too accurately.
During this last year we have again completed several new tasks The lizard was replaced standing very
resplendent on 4 strong feet and having a lovely smile and is much admired by families. He has been
used several times as seating for our own tea breaks. The log maze was replaced by tyres and is proving
to be very popular as is the treasure chest with the very apt wording. The refurbishment of the pond
dipping area is nearly completed and will be ready for organised parties of children once the grant has
been received for plants. The bee garden is coming along nicely. Tons of soil have been distributed and
Roger has created some very attractive models of bees which will soon be on display and no doubt
appreciated by visitors. We have also completed the leaflet, Help Yourself to Health. That has not
brought in any new Members yet but has been sent to libraries, taken to Doctors surgeries and leisure
centres in Rushcliffe, Clifton and The Meadows.
John Randall has put in many hours work dealing with the paper work for the Labyrinth. Unfortunately,
the grant was turned down on a technicality but he is hopeful we will soon get funding so that it can be
completed during this year.

Apart from the new tasks we have done a lot of maintenance work on many areas of the Park to keep it up to the
high standard we have come to expect from the Friends. We had fun with the barley straw sausages, stuffing and
then placing them in the lake with only one or two wet feet! Tools have been cleaned and sharpened and a
wonderful mug holder made so that breakage is down to a minimum when the buggy is driven at break neck
speed to get the day’s tasks started. Bird feeders made, compost kept up to scratch, wood chipping distributed
with gay abandon etc. etc. The list goes on and on and too numerous to mention now. Notwithstanding all this
we have also found time to do conservation work, none more rewarding than hedge laying, planting new hedges
and trees and hopefully, soon we will be using our own willow on the park. Numerous cowslips and primroses
have been planted and should make a nice display this Spring.
During the year we have started selling refreshments on a monthly basis and Sue has organised this admirably
although I know she is always on the look out for volunteers to serve teas and make cakes. It is proving very
popular and going from strength to strength. I must thank her and the great team of helpers she has to provide
this service. Jean will tell us how much money it has made to date in her report.
We have had several visits outside the park which have been much enjoyed by everyone. I would also like to
thank Jean and Marie. Jean spends hours pouring over paper work to complete forms for grants and keeping the
books up to date. Marie does the admirable task of the minutes. Many thanks to both.
Finally, I have the Rangers to thank for their help and guidance during the year. I think it fair to say what a good
working relationship we have with each other, one could not survive without the other. Thank you.

Dorothy

New Willow & Hazel Coppice
In an aim to increase our self sufficiency for willow & hazel we chose suitable areas to plant brand new
coppice areas.
Lakeside – The existing crack willow was coppiced and the area mowed, raked and rotovated to give the
willow the best chance to take hold.
This area now called Carole’s Coppice has been planted with 600 x 10” willow cuttings. The willow variety
planted is a fast growing hybrid from Carole Beavis. Subject to its performance this area should supply
sufficient binders for each year’s hedgelaying.
West Bridgford guides joined us on 17th February and helped us plant the first 268 cuttings.

West Bridgford Guides planting first half of Carole’s
Coppice

Gibbies –

The original willow coppice we planted failed, we think possibly due to weed suppression. So we
have tried again. This time we have mowed, raked and rotovated this area.
The area has been divided into 5 blocks and each block has been planted with a different variety. This willow was
purchased from Willows Nursery, Northampton. The willow is suitable for weaving and basket making. It also
increases the species on the park.
Year 2/3 If they take, we will then take our own cuttings from them and plant the other half of the block, or
around the scrape. This will not only save money but will also create a rotation for each block.

1. CB600 - Willow - 600 Biomass
3. Willow - 156 Salix Candida
4. Willow - 52 Salix Triandra “Black Maul”
5. Willow - 159 Salix Alba Vitellina (Golden)
6. Tree Nursery
7. BH300 - 311 Salix Viminalis “Bowles Hybrid”
8. Willow - 52 Salix Triandra “Petite Grisette”
9. Willow - 156 Salix Daphnoides Aglaia (Violet)
2. BP100 - 80 Hazel

10. Tree Nursery

A. Pipistrelle 200 - 200 Hazel

11. Future Block - “Bowles Hybrid”

B. Coll 160 - 160 Hazel

12. Willow - 159 Salix Purprea “Lambertiana”

C. Rainbow 120 - 120 Hazel

13. Spare Block
14. Willow - 52 Salix Triandra “Norfolk”
15. Future Block - “Biomass”

Plot A – This area at the back of G6 lent itself nicely for an individual hazel coppice block. The major part
of the area was mowed and raked before planting. The Wildlife Watch group helped us plant the first 65
hazel. The West Bridgford Guides helped us plant the next 65. The Friends then completed the planting to
total 200 hazels.
This area has been named

Pipistrelle 200

Wildlife Watch group planting Hazel

West Bridgford Guides planting Hazel

The Friend’s Field
– contains 10 blocks of willow coppice, 3 blocks of
hazel coppice, plus empty blocks for future willow
cuttings. The blocks or plots are divided by buggy
tracks for easy access and the field was mowed,
ploughed and harrowed by Simon Plowright in
preparation for planting.

Plot 1 – A second group of West Bridgford Guides
helped us plant this area with 600 willow cuttings from
Carole Beavis. Willow is subject to willow beetle which
has a 4yr cycle so this plot will give us a back up to
Carole’s Coppice.

This plot is renamed

CB600.
Plots 1 & 2 Planted by West Bridgford &
Ruddington
Plot 2

– Is the first block of hazel planted by the Ruddington Rainbows, Brownies & Guides as part of their
Centenary year, is dedicated to them and named
BP100. (Baden Powell)

Plot C

– Is the second block of hazel planted by Ruddington Rainbows, Brownies & Guides as part of their
Centenary year This is also dedicated to them and
named Rainbow 120.

Plot C planted by Ruddington

Plot B

– Is the third block of hazel.
Planted by Chris Davis and the Friends it
is named Coll160. (Coll is the Gaelic
name for Hazel).

Friends’ planting Plot B

Plots 3 / 4 / 5 / 7 / 8 / 9 / 12 & 14

Chris Davis & Timmy

– Have been planted with 8 different willow varieties. The blocks
have been partially planted because in future years we can take our own cuttings to add to each block, thereby
saving money and producing a rotation cycle. These plots have been named after their variety of willow.

The spare plots will be kept for future expansion for either willow or hazel. In between time if required these
plots will be used as temporary tree nurseries for saplings found on the park.
Thank you to all who have helped create and plant the new coppices, in particular I must mention the carpet
cutters particularly Paddy who spent many an hour producing hundreds of carpet mulch mats for the above.
Well Done & Many Thanks.

Zoe
Car Park and Cycle Track Improvements.
RB Allfree & Co Ltd recently completed work to remove the earth mounds in the car park and construct a
surfaced footpath in its place; work was also done to provide five disabled parking spaces and an Alligator
Teeth car park exit system. The soil removed from the mounds has been used to create a slope up to the
start of the cycle track allowing riders easier access. Total cost of the works was £36,164.00 and the
money came from the Councils Safer Car Parking budget.

WILDLIFE UPDATE
Since Christmas, duck, waders and birds of prey have been seen, with Shoveler numbers peaking at 22 on
18th Jan. The last record was 2 on the 23rd March.
Wigeon were heard on the lake on 14th Feb. but no count was possible because it was still dark.
Waders were represented by a small flock of Redshank (6) flying east over the Park on 20th Jan. and an
Oystercatcher which loafed on the duck island all day on the 25th Feb.
Buzzard have been obvious on warm days with a maximum of four seen on 1st March.
Two Peregrine were seen flying roughly west on 1st Feb. and the most surprising record, and the 1,100th
species recorded for the park was seen flying in the direction of Gotham – a Red Kite. Two of these birds
were recorded last year in the East Leake/ West Leake/ Gotham area so it was only a matter of time before
one wandered over the park.
Butterflies are starting to put in an appearance - the earliest being a Peacock on 1st March and a Peacock
and a Small Tortoiseshell on 2nd March. The first record of Brimstone for the year was on 19th March, a
male in G6, the new coppice area.
Coltsfoot was seen near the seasonal pond on 28th Feb. just one flower, but by 20th March most areas were
obviously yellow with Buff-tailed Bumblebees appearing from the16th March.
Mick

Frogs Spawning in Gibbies

Cor Blimey What a
Whopper !

Work Days
The Friends’ work days will be held every Wednesday and Saturday.
Meet at the Rangers’ Office at 9.30 am.
New volunteers always welcome

Notable Dates
Tuesday 4th - Friday 7th May Friend’s Residential trip
to Wytham
Wednesday 12th May FoRCP Meeting 1-30pm RCP
Saturday 15th May National Moth Night and Bat Survey
Sunday 18th & Monday 19th July BioBlitz 2010

Future Projects
Install Pond Dipping Area Bench
Install Mega Hedgehog
Plant Bee Garden & Bee Slabs
Create new pond near Bee Hive
Early Wildflower Survey

Subscriptions for the year 2010 - 2011 are now due - Minimum £5.00. If you wish to continue receiving your
quarterly newsletter please fill in the form below and return it, with your payment, to the

Ranger’s Office, Rushcliffe Country Park, Mere Way, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6JS
*Delete as applicable
*I/We wish to renew *my/our Subscription to the Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park
Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Phone Number………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

